ANTONIO LOPEZ (1943 Puerto Rico – 1987 USA)

Antonio Lopez was born in Utuado, Puerto Rico on February 11th, 1943. In 1950 his family relocated to New York City where Lopez attended P.S. 77 and was later encouraged by his art teacher to attend the High School of Arts and Design, an incubator for teenagers who demonstrated exceptional artistic talent. 
In 1962 Lopez enrolled at the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) in New York City, where he met and began his life-long creative collaboration with Juan Ramos (b. 1942 in Caguas, Puerto Rico). During his studies, Lopez was offered a job as the in-house illustrator at Women’s Wear Daily Magazine and later grew his client list to include the New York Times, Vogue, Elle and Harper's Bazaar. 
In 1969, Lopez and Ramos moved to Paris where they remained until 1975 and worked for all the major fashion magazines and created campaigns for fashion houses and department stores such a Yves Saint Laurent and Galeries Lafayette. Travelling extensively throughout Europe and Japan, the artists befriended a host of new women who would become their models and muses, including Jerry Hall, Paloma Picasso, Grace Jones, Jessica Lange, and Tina Chow. The photos and drawings of that period are immortalized in the 1975 Spring Paris issue of Interview Magazine. 
Returning to New York City in 1975, Antonio and Juan settled into a large studio on Broadway and 18th street and continued their work as the preeminent fashion illustrators of the time. 
In 1980 Anna Piaggi invited Antonio and Juan to work with her in Milan on the creative direction of Vanity Magazine, an avant garde publication that merged art, fashion, design, and culture. Working closely with Piaggi and her team, the duo contributed to every issue between 1981-1984, creating some of the most best concept work of their carriers, in collaboration with Albini, Armani, Capucci, Missoni and Versace among others. 
Antonio Lopez and Juan Ramos died from complications related to AIDS in 1987 and 1995, respectively. 
