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“Andy Warhol, the Silver Factory and the Sixties”

Photographs by David McCabe and Billy Name

The dominant figure on the Pop Art scene, Andy Warhol made his mark on the cultural scene in the Sixties and changed the very nature of art once and for all.

A volcano of ideas and activities, provocative and ingenious, he himself was a ‘work of art’, a sort of magnet attracting intellectuals, artists, writers, and characters from the underground scene.

This exhibition comes to Italy for the first time, evoking Warhol’s world in images through the complete works of David McCabe and Billy Name, two photographers who had the opportunity to follow the artist extensively.

In the winter of 1964, struck by one of McCabe’s photo features in Mademoiselle magazine, Warhol invited the photographer to document his life for a whole year. 

The young British photographer was to follow the artist wherever he wanted to go, at a moment’s notice: to the famous Factory, to a gallery opening or a party, a bar or a restaurant. 

The partnership led to production of about 2000 photographs, which will never be published because Warhol didn’t want them to be, perhaps because they reveal much more than he wanted to make public about his life. He liked to say: "I prefer to remain a mystery. I don’t like talking about my past, and in any case I change it every time someone asks me.”  

The whole project was rediscovered in 1995 by the curators of The Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, a year after the museum opened.

McCabe’s images show us the everyday life of one of the most important artists of the 20th century, surrounded by friends, jetsetters and artists, and in moments of voluntary isolation. 

His style is direct, simple and eloquent, like a talented reporter who never lets himself be misled by useless visual flattery.

Billy Name played a key role on the art scene revolving around Warhol in the mid-Sixties. 

He met the artist in an unusual way. 

Name made a living working at a restaurant Warhol used to go to. He also worked as a men’s hairstylist out of his own apartment, and his skills were much appreciated. Warhol wanted to make a film while he was cutting hair (Haircut, 1963) and saw that the apartment was completely covered in silver foil and everything was painted silver. He loved it, and asked Name to produce the same kind of interior in his new loft. This is how the Silver Factory was created. It was also Name who found the famous couch on the sidewalk on 47th Street which appears in so many photographs and films, including ‘Couch’, filmed in 1964. 

Billy Name was the “court photographer” at the Factory until 1970. His images capture the spirit of an age and the people who lived it: artists, musicians, dancers and actors, all the superstars who surrounded Andy Warhol. Name produced his incomparable record of Warhol and his circle with skilful use of light: he had been a great theatre lighting technician.

DAVID MCCABE was born in Leicester (Great Britain) in 1940 and studied graphic design and photography.

In 1960 he moved to New York, where he worked as an assistant and studied with Alexey Brodovitch and Melvin Sokolsky.

In 1963 Condé Nast appointed him to produce his first fashion feature. 

In 1964 Andy Warhol asked him to document his life for a whole year.

In 2001 a selection of the photographs was presented for the first time at the International Center of Photography in New York.

In 2003 McCabe published ‘A Year in the Life of Andy Warhol’, Phaidon Press Limited, London.

He worked as a professional fashion photographer for several magazines, including Harper’s Bazaar, Life and French Vogue.

BILLY NAME was born in Poughkeepsie (New York) in 1940.

In 1958 he moved to New York. He was a talented lighting technician in avant-garde theatre and assistant to Nick Cernovich.

In 1960 he and Cernovich worked at the Festival dei Due Mondi in Spoleto.

In 1963 he started working with Andy Warhol. 

          He starred in Andy Warhol’s film ‘Haircut’. 
In 1964 Warhol gave him a camera, and he learned to develop and print photographs.

In 1969 he created the cover for the Velvet Underground’s third album.

He left the Factory in 1970.

He returned to his native town in 1977 after living all over the United States. 

He now works with humanitarian organisations. 

He has a diploma in business administration.

In 1994 he published ‘Billy Name: Stills from the Warhol Films’, Prestel, Munich 

In 1995 he worked as a photographer at the Hotel Gershwin in New York

In 1997 an anthological exhibition of his photographs was held at the Institute of Contemporary Art in London

In 2001 his hand-coloured photographs were exhibited in the exhibition ‘Les années Pop’, Centre George Pompidou, Paris

In 2002 the US postal service issued a stamp bearing Name’s portrait of Andy Warhol 

He still works as a photographer and artist

