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WORLD PRESS PHOTO

Every year since 1955, an independent jury of experts, chosen among renewed international personalities, is called to express itself on thousands photos that are submitted to World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photojournalists, agencies, magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo Contest is one of the most important prizes for photojournalism: 

it is a unique occasion to review and discover the most beautiful and significant images that have documented and illustrated facts and events on international magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo is not just an exhibition of beautiful images: more, it is a historic document that let the viewer go through crucial moments of our times. 

The international fame of World Press Photo and the hundreds of thousands visitors that attend the exhibition every year, testify the power of image to transcend cultural and linguistic differences and reach a consistent and immediate level of communication. The exhibition presents the prizewinning photographs for each of the ten categories and travels worldwide to important museums and galleries; the only condition to be respected is to show every photo of the show without any form of censorship.  

In order to guarantee this, a representative of World Press Photo is in charge of supervising and directing the installation of the exhibition. 

ABOUT WORLD PRESS PHOTO FOUNDATION

World Press Photo Foundation is an independent, nonprofit organization based in The Netherlands supporting and promoting professional press photographers internationally.

One of the principal aims of the Foundation is to organize the world's largest and most prestigious annual press photography contest. A yearbook presenting all prizewinning entries is published annually in six languages. 

The Foundation is also keen to organize events in which the best international photographers can discuss current topics in photojournalism. 

Every year the award ceremony is preceded by a two-days event of lectures and seminars, with the participation of several experts from the field: this is an occasion for photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet. 

The independence of the Foundation guarantees its efficiency and freedom in being an open link between people coming from different realities.

World Press Photo Foundation is also present in developing countries to encourage and divulge the use of copyright for commercial photography and teach the editing processes of photo reportages. World Press Photo has been organizing seminars and workshops all over the world (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bangladesh, Argentina, Peru, Colombia, Brazil, Zimbabwe, India), with the intention of contributing to the development of more democratic societies and assure a stronger transfer of knowledge. These seminars are a fundamental part of the activities of the foundation. Since 1994, World Press Photo has been organizing the JOOP SWART Masterclass, an outstanding educational project for young photographers to perfect their skills. The program is free and photographers are selected by a jury of experts; it is held in Autumn in Amsterdam by qualified teachers from different fields of photojournalism.  

2011 PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD

The international jury of the 54th annual World Press Photo Contest has selected a picture by Jodi Bieber from South Africa as the World Press Photo of the Year 2010. The portrait of Bibi Aisha was also awarded First prize in the category Portraits Singles in this year’s contest. 

Her winning picture shows Bibi Aisha, an 18-year-old woman from Oruzgan province in Afghanistan, who fled back to her family home from her husband’s house, complaining of violent treatment. The Taliban arrived one night, demanding Bibi be handed over to face justice. After a Taliban commander pronounced his verdict, Bibi’s brother-in-law held her down and her husband sliced off her ears and then cut off her nose. Bibi was abandoned, but later rescued by aid workers and the American military. After time in a women’s refuge in Kabul, she was taken to America, where she received counseling and reconstructive surgery. Bibi Aisha now lives in the US.

Jodi Bieber has previously won eight World Press Photo awards and is only the second South African photographer to win the highest honor in the contest. 

Jury chair David Burnett said: ‘This could become one of those pictures – and we have maybe just ten in our lifetime – where if somebody says “you know, that picture of a girl…”, you know exactly which one they’re talking about.’

The official website www.worldpressphoto.org
presents the edition in all its details and provides a gallery of all winning images.
World Press Photo has two corporate sponsors worldwide
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and receives support from the Dutch Postcode Lottery.

