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NORMAN PARKINSON

A very British glamour

“I was lucky enough to photograph an entire age” Norman Parkinson
Norman Parkinson's career as a fashion and portrait photographer spanned a remarkable fifty-six years. Considered one of the great pioneers of fashion photography, Norman Parkinson is famous for his sense of style and glamour. Parks, as he preferred to be known, revolutionized the world of British fashion photography in the '40s by bringing his models from the rigid studio environment into a far more dynamic outdoor setting. He democratized the medium by catching revealing moments in women’s daily lives with a spontaneity that seemed effortless and modern, while never loosing sight of the need for a strong composition. Parkinson’s interest in fashion photography reflected his lifelong fascination with women: “Being photographed,“ he claimed, “is a whole section of a woman’s identity. She has to be admired...” 

Parks was a complex character; he combined extravagant clothing and attitudes with a regular, schematic personal life, always in the company of his wife Wenda. An eccentric man and artist who believed humor was the best ingredient he could inject into an image. From London to New York and Tobago, Parkinson photographed fashion and personalities (even becoming the official photographer of the British Royal family), always with the same ironic, detached, almost surrealist eye.
Parks reinvented himself for each decade of his career, from his groundbreaking spontaneous images of the 1930s, through the war years and the Swinging Sixties to the exotic locations of the 1970s and 1980s. Parks never looked back, moving from one job to the next, leaving his images untouched in their original bags at Vogue or to languish in boxes in his damp garage down in Twickenham.
The exhibition is a portrait of Parkinson’s long career from 1930 to the 1980 and brings together original contact sheets and photographs including some previously unseen photographs from his archive.
The book Norman Parkinson: A very British Glamour by Louise Baring is being published in the occasion of the exhibition.
BIOGRAPHY
1913 Born April 21st Ronald William Parkinson Smith.
1927 - 31 Educated at Westminster School London. 

1934 Sets up the Norman Parkinson studio with Norman Kibblewhite at One Dover Street, specialising in portraiture. 

1935 First one-man exhibition including portraits of Vivien Leigh and Noel Coward. Recruited by Harper’s Bazaar to take editorial photographs.
1935 - 40 Monthly commissions for Harper’s Bazaar as well as portraits and reportage work for The Bystander. 

1938 First colour photographs for Harper’s Bazaar. Travels to New York to cover the World’s Fair for The Bystander. Does covert work for the Air Ministry taking photographs for leaflets dropped over occupied Europe. 

1942 Begins long association with British Vogue. 

1947 Meets, photographs and marries Wenda Rogerson a promising young actress. Wenda goes on with Parkinson to produce his most famous images. 

1949 Begins working for American Vogue. 
1960 - 64 Contract expires with Vogue and recruited as Associate Editor of Queen Magazine the most influential fashion and features magazine of the early 1960s. 

1963 Moves from Twickenham to Tobago to build a dream house high on the cliffs above the sea. 

1964  Photographs the Beatles at a recording session at Abbey Road Studios. Contract with Queen ends and returns to Conde Nast to work until the mid 70's on British and American Vogue as well as freelancing for Life Magazine and others. 

1968 Elected Honorary Fellow of the Royal Photographic Society. 

1978 Quartet publishes his first book Sisters Under the Skin. Exhibition at the Photographers’ Gallery, London.
1981 New Years honours list elevates Parks to Commander of the British Empire. 
1982 Lifetime achievement in photography award for contribution to American magazines by American Society of Magazine Photographers.
1983 First retrospective opens at International Centre of Photography in New York. 

1990 Norman Parkinson dies while on assignment in Singapore. 

