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WORLD PRESS PHOTO
Every year since 1955, an independent jury of experts, chosen among renewed international personalities, is called to express itself on thousands photos that are submitted to World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photojournalists, agencies, magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo Contest is one of the most important prizes for photojournalism: 

it is a unique occasion to review and discover the most beautiful and significant images that have documented and illustrated facts and events on international magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo is not just an exhibition of beautiful images: more, it is a historic document that let the viewer go through crucial moments of our times. 
The international fame of World Press Photo and the hundreds of thousands visitors that attend the exhibition every year, testify the power of image to transcend cultural and linguistic differences and reach a consistent and immediate level of communication. 
The exhibition presents the prizewinning photographs for each of the ten categories and travels worldwide to important museums and galleries; the only condition to be respected is to show every photo of the show without any form of censorship.  
In order to guarantee this, a representative of World Press Photo is in charge of supervising and directing the installation of the exhibition. 

In Italy, World Press Photo is simultaneously shown in Rome and Milan. In Milan the exhibition is coordinated by Grazia Neri and hosted at Galleria Carla Sozzani; in Rome it is organized by Contrasto and is on display at the Museum of Rome in Trastevere. 

2009 Photography Award
American photographer Anthony Suau was awarded with the “World Press Photo of The Year 2008” prize.
The winning photograph shows an armed officer of the Cuyahoga county department while he is clearing out a flat  in Cleveland, Ohio, in execution of an eviction order for distraint of goods in consequence of mortgage.
The officers have to ensure that there are not arms in the house and that the residents have in fact left the apartment.
The winning photograph, taken in March 2008, is part of a report commissioned by Time magazine and in its wholeness won the second award in the Daily Life category.
MaryAnne Golon, foreman of the jury, states: “The strength of this picture is in its contrasts. It looks like a classic conflict photography, but it is an eviction order of people from a house because of a foreclosure. It seems that the war, in its traditional meaning, is pierced into the houses of common people, unable to pay their debts”.
This year the jury has examined 96.268 images (80.536 in 2008), sent by 5.508 professional photographers of 124 countries, with an increase of 19.5% compare to the last year edition.
Among the winners of each category, successful results for 6 Italian photographers: Giulio Di Sturco, Carlo Gianferro, Mattia Insolero, Davide Monteleone, Massimo Siragusa, Paolo Verzone. 
The official website www.worldpressphoto.org presents the edition in all its details and provides a gallery of all winning images.
World Press Photo has two corporate sponsors worldwide –Canon and TNT- and receives support from the Dutch Postcode Lottery.
The following awarded photographers are represented in Italy by Grazia Neri
ANTHONY SUAU
World Press Photo of the Year 2008 and Daily Life
WALTER ASTRADA

PEP BONET

GIULIO DI STURCO

PHILIPPE DUDOUIT

TOMASZ GUDZOWATY

GUILLAUME HERBAUT

HEIDI & HANS – JÜRGEN KOCH

YURI KOZYREV

MATTIA INSOLERA

OLIVIER LABAN – MATTEI

VINCENT LAFORET

JUSTYNA MIELNIKIEWICZ
HOWARD SCHATZ
CALLIE SHELL

JONATHAN TORGOVNIK

ANDRÉ VIEIRA

PAOLO VERZONE

WU XIAOLING

CHIBA YASUYOSHI

About World Press Photo Foundation

World Press Photo Foundation is an independent, nonprofit organization based in The Netherlands supporting and promoting professional press photographers internationally.
One of the principal aims of the Foundation is to organize the world's largest and most prestigious annual press photography contest: prizewinning photographs are assembled into a travelling exhibition that is visited by over two million people in some 45 countries worldwide. A yearbook presenting all prizewinning entries is published annually in six languages. 
The Foundation has a permanent staff of 25 people working for it during the year.
The Foundation is also keen to organize events in which the best international photographers can discuss current topics in photojournalism. 

Every year the award ceremony is preceded by a two-days event of lectures and seminars, with the participation of several experts from the field: this is an occasion for photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet. 
The independence of the Foundation guarantees its efficiency and freedom in being an open link between people coming from different realities.
World Press Photo Foundation is also present in developing countries to encourage and divulge the use of copyright for commercial photography and teach the editing processes of photo reportages.

World Press Photo has been organizing seminars and workshops all over the world (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bangladesh, Argentina, Peru, Colombia, Brazil, Zimbabwe, India), with the intention of contributing to the development of more democratic societies and assure a stronger transfer of knowledge. 
These seminars are a fundamental part of the activities of the foundation.

Since 1994, World Press Photo has been organizing the JOOP SWART Masterclass, an outstanding educational project for young photographers to perfect their skills. The program is free and photographers are selected by a jury of experts; it is held in Autumn in Amsterdam by qualified teachers from different fields of photojournalism.  

For more information, please visit www.worldpressphoto.nl

