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“Lisette Model was as much elegant as daring. She could entertain the angels in the sky and shamelessly glance at them through their garments”. 
Larry Fink, co-curator of the show and student of Lisette Model

“I have never met any photographer who could portray people so intimately”.

Berenice Abbott, friend and photographer

An artist with a reserved and enigmatic character, a very special and unique person. Lisette Model built her character with the same style she used to create: breaking the schemes and the principles that ruled photography until then. “Portraying people in their intimacy” well explains the artistic approach of Lisette Model. With sharp gaze and a style that is personal and ironic, Lisette Model portraits France and the America of the second half of the 20th century: public beaches in Coney Island, jazz clubs, the prosperity and idleness of Fifth Avenue, or simple gatherings on the streets.

Her ability to communicate and teach her ideas and passion, together with her dedication to photography, made her works burgeon into other photographers’ works, enriching her photographic language over the years. Throughout her career at the New School of New York, where she taught from 1951 until 1983, year of her death, Lisette Model shared with her students her predilection for portraits and her ability to sublimate mundane images.

Charismatic and communicative, straightforward and never worried about theoretical issues, she addressed her students with firm and personal voice. “Photography is the easiest art, hence it is perhaps the most difficult one”, “Don’t take the picture until taking it makes you feel embarrassed”, “You are the subject, life is the object”, are just some of the quotes she used to repeat. From Diane Arbus to Bruce Weber, going through Larry Fink and Rosalind Salomon, each one of her students has been able to catch and express through images the same passion that brought Lisette Model to explore themes and subjects that had never been covered in photography until then.
As colleague and teacher, Lisette Model influenced generations of photographers and artists. Diane Arbus, friend and student of her, was encouraged by Lisette Model to search for her own subjects and style. Since her encounter with Lisette Model, Diane Arbus starts to document dwarfs, giants, transvestites, mental retarded and normal people, looking for an extreme realism with objective and informed eyes. Lisette Model’s teachings were a precious source of inspiration for Bruce Cratsley, whose fading images explore the most obscure aspects of the real; Elaine Ellman, whose success is based on her ability to create images with care and intuition; Larry Fink, whose portraits unveil with intensity what is usually concealed from our eyes; Peter Hujar, whose photos communicate a sense of solitude and mortal fragility. 
Raymond Jacobs – when Lisette Model firstly saw his works she told him “You are a photographer. You must become a photographer” – did some portraits that are imbued with social critique and gentle irony. Model’s teachings are visible in the work of Ruth Kaplan, when he narrates the hedonism, decadence and sensuality of public baths; or in Leon Levinstein, one of the most representative exponents of street photography: faces, shadows, legs and other ephemeral moments are narrated without sentimentalism. People and empty spaces are the favourite subject of Eva Rubinstein, who considers every portrait that she does as a representation of herself as seen by other people’s eyes. 
Gary Schneider mainly photographs naked bodies, with a transversal interest for art and science. Thanks to her apprenticeship with Lisette Model, Rosalind Solomon refines her poetics and overpasses usual conventions, often contrasting awfulness with beauty. Bruce Weber, one of her students, mainly portrays characters that show the deepest and strongest desires of contemporary culture. 

BIOGRAPHIES

LISETTE MODEL

Born in Vienna in 1901 from a wealthy Jewish family. After studying fine arts, she moves to Paris and gets married with painter Evsa Model. Begins to photograph at the end of the 30’s in the South of France. In 1938 she moves to New York and in 1940 her Promenades des Anglais series gets published on PM magazine: it is an immediate success, followed by many exhibitions. From 1941 to 1955 collaborates with Harper’s Bazaar: she begins with a photographic reportage on Coney Island. “The Bather”, a portrait of an enormous and joyful woman in black swimsuit, is one of her most representative pictures and was taken on that occasion. Her production is not particularly vast, but her communicative skills make her a great teacher. In 1951 starts teaching at the New School for Social Research and there continues to teach until 1983, year of her death. 

DIANE ARBUS

Born in New York in 1923, starts photographing at the beginning of 40’s; for almost twenty years runs together with her husband a studio for fashion photography. Between 1950 and 1957 she starts following Lisette Model’s classes, where she is pushed by Model to find her own style. Diane Arbus is known for portraying emarginated as well as normal people in manners and behaviours that transmit the unpleasant feeling of something wrong. In the last period of her life she teaches in different schools in New York and Amherst. Her life is signed by danger and excess; after numerous fits of depression, she commits suicide on the 26th of July 1971.

BRUCE CRATSLEY
Born in New York in 1944, while working at Magnum agency meets with Peter Hujar, who encourages him to practice photography as a form of art. In 1971 begins to follow Lisette Model’s classes at the New School: Model’s influence on Cratsley works is visible in the composition of his images, the choice of his subjects and the exploration through his personal experience of the darkest sides of the real.
ELAINE ELLMAN

Born in New York in 1949, she takes private lessons with Lisette Model and gets impressed by her teacher’s refusal for everything that is conventional and from her encouragement toward experimentation. Ellman chooses instinctively her subjects: free of social formalisms, Ellman pictures significant moments by catching images instantly. Lives and works in New York.  

LARRY FINK

Born in Brooklyn in 1941, studies photography with Alexey Brodovitch, editor in chief of Harper’s Bazaar, and takes private lessons with Lisette Model from 1958 till 1962. Larry Fink, co-curator of the show, works as professional photographer for 45 years and teaches photography in important institutes.  He portrays big groups of people during festive moments where, beyond the apparent joyfulness of the situation, our attention is drawn to a world of small dramas. Lives and works in Pennsylvania.
PETER HUJAR

Born in New Jersey in 1934, starts working as an assistant in numerous photographic studios. At the beginning of the 70’s, his friend Lynn Davis introduces him to Lisette Model, who becomes immediately a reference point for him. Peter Hujar is known for his black and white portraits: his works are pure, essential and fascinating images that portray his and his friends life in New York. Dies in 1987.

RAYMOND JACOBS

Born in 1923, starts to attend Lisette Model’s classes at the New School for Social Research at the beginning of the 50’s. Looking at his portfolio Model said: “You are a photographer. You must become a photographer”. Captivated by the personal and public aspects of people’s lives, he is able to catch the most intimate side of people. With a eye floating between irony and tenderness, his works are often carrying a social critique.  He dies in 1993.
RUTH KAPLAN

Born in Canada in 1955, she is introduced to Lisette Model’s works thanks to her teacher David Heath and successively through her friendship with Peter Hujar and Larry Fink. Struck by the intensity of Model’s portraits, she understands what it means to subjected to emotions. Although her images are oriented to photo reportage, they illustrate social behaviours with a very personal view. Lives and works in Canada. 

LEON LEVINSTEIN

Born in Virginia in 1910, studies photography with Sid Grossman in 1950 together with Lisette Model. Between 1954 and 1960 studies painting with Evsa Model, husband of Lisette. Influenced by Alexey Brodovitch, he dedicates himself to street photography, becoming one of the most recognized exponents of it. In his works he proposes the artistic approach of Lisette Model, especially in the way his subjects are framed in their monumentality and physicality. Dies in 1988.

EVA RUBINSTEIN

Born in Buenos Aires in 1933, studies dance and acting in Paris, then in the U.S. In 1969 attends Lisette Model’s classes at the New School. Stimulated by dualisms, her portraits are representations of herself as seen by other people’s eyes. Her ability to overpass ethnic and class stereotypes goes together with  a deep observation that is never intended to judge.
GARY SCHNEIDER

Born in South Africa in 1954, begins his activity printing photos for other artists. In 1980 Bruce Cratsley, knowing that Model was looking for a new printer, introduces him to Lisette Model and since then they start an intense collaboration. Schneider focuses on spiritual themes: in his works, the surface of a photograph changes each time into a discover, thanks to his great attention to the printing process. Lives and works in New York. 
ROSALIND SOLOMON

Born in Illinois in 1930, she starts her career as a photographer at the end of the 70’s, after extensive travels in Japan, Thailand and Cambodia. At the beginning of the 70’s takes private lessons with Lisette Model. Starts to create images that mix horrid with beauty. Her point of view takes inspiration from new and old myths and symbols, such as power, faith and death.

BRUCE WEBER  

Born in Pennsylvania in 1946, gets introduced by Diane Arbus to Lisette Model, and studies with her at the New School in the 60’s. Director and photographer, Bruce Weber has a unique and inimitable style. Through an elegant use of the human body, he elaborates and proposes in a very personal way fantasies and emotions of contemporary culture. Bruce Weber directed many films and short films, like “Let’s Get Lost” and “Chet Baker”, and published numerous books.
