Ray K. Metzker

(1931, United States)

In 1953, he registered at the Institute of Design, Illinois Institute of Technology of Chicago. Aaron Siskind and Harry Callahan were some of his teachers. His earliest photographs from this time demonstrate the artist’s abiding interest in technical experimentation and formal invention, traits indicative of the Bauhaus tradition to which Metzker belongs. In 1962 the artist moved to Philadelphia, where he lives and works today, and immediately began photographing his new urban environment. In 1989 he won a grant. His work has been collected by The Art Institute of Chicago, Australian National Gallery, Canberra, New South Wales, Baltimore Museum of Art, Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, Center for Creative Photography, University of Arizona, Tucson, Cleveland Museum of Art, The Detroit Institute of Arts, Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University, Cambridge, International Museum of Photography, Eastman House, Rochester, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, The Museum of Modern Art, New York, National Gallery of Art, Washington, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York and many others. He received the Mayor's Art and Culture Award, Philadelphia in 1999, the Berheim Fellow, Clarmont, in 1966 and, in 1979, the John Simon Guggenheim Fellow. 
