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RAGAZZI DI MILANO

Young Artists Portraits at the Turn of the Millennium 
“They were always around, we would offer them drinks, sometimes we would invite them over for dinner. They were the same age and friends of our sixteen years old daughter, a student of a Milanese art school at that time.

We would observe them with discretion, hearing their speeches. They were beautiful, young, noisy, chatterers, some a little bit conceited and ‘over the lines’, but they were all smart and resolute to let their personality emerge through something that could represent them in a unique way: something that had to deal with art, although this word was pronounced like if it was superfluous and not so appropriate to their aims”.  
These kids frequent the house of Molteni & Motta, which is not -despite of its name- a company, but a happy “cartel” of a couple of two professional photographers. 
So it was born, spontaneously, the idea of catching the memory of a microcosm of youth -full of dreams like many others- that made an idealist and hard choice: art, in every possible form. These kids will be the next protagonists of theatre, visual arts, music, performance and cosplay, a mysterious and innovative form of acting.
Many inquires and analyses have been done on young people, always oriented to photojournalism. The work of Motta & Molteni distinguishes itself for the originality of the cultural cross-section of its research, and for the intent of creating an anthology of icons that has nothing to do with research material. However, this work maintains  the unique value of a document, essential for understanding and knowing. 
The photos are set in the photographic studio, with the use of finely drawn backdrops to suggest –with metaphoric delicateness- the chaotic and obscure complexity of youth; subjects are playing the part of themselves, in all their natural, lyric expressions. For these images/portraits are really pervaded with the spirituality of art. Without paying too much attention to the objective lenses, they expose with great sensibility their true being, true to their interior pureness and to the beauty of their wishes. 

The magic of photography lays here, and every time the artists, Molteni & Motta, show the great ability to depict secret existences, freeing them from the rigid superstructures.  
BIOGRAPHIES
Giuseppe Molteni attends the Milan School of Photography. 

From 1966 to 1971 he completes his apprentice in the photographic studio of Alfredo Pratelli in Milan, then starts to work on his own.

He begins to collaborate with the weekly “La Domenica del Corriere” and with the monthly “Storia Illustrata”. 

In 1973 sets off his long-life cooperation with architect Roberta Motta; he works with some of the most illustrious international architectural and environmental magazines: Abitare, Domus, Casa Vogue, AD, The World of Interior, Marie Claire Maison, Haüser, Ambiente, Architektur und Whonen, House and Garden,  among others.
He works as well in advertising, producing images for press campaigns, catalogues, brochures, calendars for Benton&Bowles, DDB, Verba, ODG, Flag, Publi G, Gaffuri Comunicazione, Umbrela, Unistudio, Studio Cicognani  e per le aziende Fiat, Volks Wagen, Boehringer Mannheim, Unipol, Cesame, Fiorucci, Aketon Calzature, Cassina, Misura M, Cosmofiere, and many others.
For Reader’s Digest, he shoots the images for the following issues:

“Splendori della Natura in Italia” (“Nature’s Wonders in Italy”), Milano 1975.
“Le Splendide Città Italiane” (“The Magnificient Italian Cities”), Milano 1979.
“Castelli e Palazzi d' Italia” (“Italian Castles and Palaces”), Milano 1985.
“Psicologia e Vita” (“Life and Psychology”), Milano 1989.
Molteni works with video artist Fabrizio Plessi, photographing the images for his catalogues and books: 

Video Land, Avignone 1987.
Video Cruz, Madrid 1988.
Plessi, Chorus 1998.
From 1970 till 2007, beside continuing his professional activity, Molteni expresses his creativity through personal artistic researches. He alternates the use of colour, like in the series “Roch Food”, “Mithos” and “Watteau’s Woods” with the use of black and white film, that he processes and prints on his own: “Epitaph”, “Crisi d’Identità”, “Architettura Portabile” and, most recently, “Ragazzi di Milano”. 
Researches, shows and publications
1970, EPITAPH 

1972/1975, CRISI D' IDENTITÁ

1980/1983, ROCK FOOD ("Souvenir"; exhibition on seaside architectures cureted by architect Ugo la Pietra, Cattolica 1992)

1984/1986, NEI BOSCHETTI DI WATTEAU (Zoom France, 1984)

1984/1988, MITHOS (La Casa del Desiderio, Verona 1987, curated by architect Ugo la Pietra) 

1990/1991: PSICHEDELIA

1993/2006: ARCHITETTURA "PORTABILE", curated by Giuliana Scimé, Galleria Carla 

                   Sozzani, Milano 2002  

                   Castello della Lucertola, Apricale 2004 

                   Acquario Civico di Milano, Milan 2007


       Ca’ Maria Adele, Venice
Giuseppe Molteni lives and works in Milan.
Roberta Motta attends the architecture department at the Politecnico of Milan in 1963.

From 1964 works and collaborates with various architecture firms in Milan. 
From 1969 till today, working as a professional, designs interiors for private houses and public environments as well, like the office spaces she designed for Locafit and Ifitalia.

From 1973, with photographer Giuseppe Molteni, works as stylist for many architectural and environmental magazines; she also works as project designer and set designer for advertising campaigns and editorials.   
For Reader’s Digest, Motta created the volume “Come Fare da Sé”: the volume has been published for seven editions. 

In 2000 she founded her own publishing company, "Talking Animals-Animali Parlanti" printing collectable volumes such as:  

“Il Ricettario del Sale e del Pepe” (“Salt & Pepper Recipe Book”). 
“Architettura Portabile”, for the series “20 Photos”.
“Vinyl Dolls”,  for the series “Vintage Collections”.
Together with photographer Giuseppe Molteni she realized the images for the exhibition ARCHITETTURA "PORTABILE" hosted at Galleria Carla Sozzani, Milan 2002, Castello della Lucertola, Apricale 2004, Acquario Civico di Milano, Milan 2007; the exhibition has been curated by Giuliana Scimé. 
For the series of portraits “Ragazzi di Milano” she designed and created the backgrounds.
Roberta Motta lives and works in Milan.
