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By 

ROUBINI RUGS

WORKS OF ART

Piero Fornasetti was a Milan painter, a sculptor, an interior decorator, an engraver of art books, a creator of more than 11.000 items, a deviser of sceneries and customs, an organizer of international exhibitions and events. As far as the variety of decorations is concerned, Fornasetti’s production of objects and furniture is one of the largest of the 20th century.

The lesson deriving from his oeuvre is the rigor with a strong imagination and an elegant and mystical sense of humour. Fornasetti’s son, Barnaba, is perpetuating the workshop tradition, continuing the production and reviving the most popular pieces, creating new ones, renewing hand crafted production, in collaboration with industries which manufacture under license.

The rugs by Roubini Works of Art created for Fornasetti, reflect his unique style. The great illusionist is aptly represented with his whimsical perception of life’s objects, architecture, nature and variations on a theme. Piero Fornasetti applied his decorative vocabulary to an astonishing array of commonly found objects to which Roubini has added a line on magnificent rugs, hand knowtted in wool and silk and available in standard as well as custom sizes.
CHRONOLOGY 

1913  

Piero Fornasetti is born on November 10, in Milan.
1930  

Enters the Brera Academy in Milan to study drawing.
1932  

He is expelled from Brera for bad discipline and enrols at Milan’s municipal Higher School   of   Industries Arts.
1933  

He shows his first canvasses as part of a student exhibition at the University of Milan. Takes  part for the first time in he Milan Triennale, with a series of scarves in printed silk.

1935  

At the Sixth Triennale he presents a bronze stele and decorative ceramic frieze in an archaic style.
1935-1955  
As a printer of lithographs, Fornasetti produces works by some of the finest artists of the twentieth century (De Chirico, Fontana, Manzù, Sironi, Sassu, Campigli, Clerici, Tamburi, etc.).
1940 
Meets Gio Ponti at the Seventh Triennale, designed the “Lunari” commissioned  by Ponti who will regularly publish Fornasetti’s works in the magazines “Domus” and “Stile”.
1942 
Executes frescoes for the Palazzo Bo, Padova.

1943-1946 
Exile in Switzerland, where he designs posters and lithographs for magazines as well as for the theatre.

1946 
He returns to Milan and designs a store with Clerici on the via Montenapoleone

1947
Exhibits at the Triennale a series of decorative motifs for ceramics, (commissioned by Gio Ponti).
1949-1952 
He designs a number of public interiors with Gio Ponti: the transatlantic liners Andrea Doria and Conte Grande, the casino at San Remo, the Arlecchino cinema, the Duomo hotel and the Dulciora patisserie in Milan.

1950
He makes the prototype of the Trumeau

1951 

First example of a complete interior design for the “Casa Lucano”, in collaboration with Gio Ponti.

His studio on the Via Bazzini in Milan expands. He starts producing limited editions of furniture and decorative objects.

Exhibits his “Architettura” furniture at the Ninth Triennale, the chest of drawers “Palladiana”.

1954
He opens his first boutique on Via Manzoni in Milan.
.

1955-1958
Creation of the “Stanza Metafisica”.

He opens the showroom on the Via Montenapoleone. More than eleven thousand objects will be exhibited there.

1958 – 1963
Exhibits his works in several German and Swiss cities.

1959 He wins the Neiman Marcus Award in Dallas.
1968

He opens the boutique on the via Brera in Milan.
1970

With several friends founded the Galleria dei Bibliofili (bibliophiles’ gallery) on the Via Morone in Milan where Fornasetti exhibits both his own work and the work of contemporary artists.

1980 
The opening of the Tema e Variazioni boutique in London revives interest in Fornasetti’s work.

1982
Start of the collaboration between Piero Fornasetti and his son Barnaba.

1986
Reorganization of the archives

1987 
First project, in collaboration with Patrick Mauriès, for a book of his collected works that would cover his carrier.
1988 
Death of Piero Fornasetti in Milan, during minor hospital treatment.
1989 
Barnaba Fornasetti continues the atelier tradition by reissuing Piero Fornasetti’s most famous objects. He also produces re-inventions.

1991-1992 
The Victoria and Albert Museum organizes a major Fornasetti retrospective. The first monograph is published on the same occasion.
1992 
Start of a series of license contracts with other companies for a new product typology.

The second major exhibition dedicated to Piero Fornasetti is put on at the Palazzo Ruspoli in Rome. 

Barnaba Fornasetti works with Laurence Steel to design a number of small collections of clothes.

1998 

Christie’s holds a Fornasetti auction in Los Angeles and notches up a series of record prices.

2002 
Barnaba Fornasetti calls on the architect Nigel Coates and together they produce the Tête à Tête collection.


Exhibition at the Palais Royal, Paris, of 69 Erotic drawings.

2003/2004
Touring exhibition organized by the Italian Institute of Culture in Washington, San Francisco, Chicago, Toronto and Los Angeles.
2004
The “Architettura” trumeau is cited in the journal “Antiquariato” as the archetype of twentieth-century furniture.
2005
The Fornasetti studio continues to develop and, with its guest apartment, becomes almost a living museum.

Book “Conversation with Philippe Starck”, Assouline.
2006
Barnaba Fornasetti decorates with Armand and Martine Hadida the L’Eclaireur restaurant bar in Paris.
2007
Collaborates with Cole & Son for the Fornasetti wallpaper collection.

Collaborates with Roubini Rugs for the Fornasetti rug collection.

