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ANNELIES ŠTRBA

Annelies Štrba’s magic and feminine world reaches the Galleria Carla Sozzani with its own fairy, intense and full-colored intimacy: a sort of digital Impressionism, a “ fin-de-siecle Simbolism rigged by the computer” as Harald Fricke* said so well.

The images of the idillyc Štrba’s worlds are , in reality, such of long term studies of her own family: for over than two decades, in fact, her three children were her models and, until 1990- when firstly a gallerist friend of her proposed her to have an exhibit for the first time- the artist still to take photographs no realizing they were works of art.
Annelies was observing her children asleep, felt the sensation to simply capture the moment. People rarely photograph those who are asleep. People should be awake when they are photographed, so that they have an opportunity of determining and shaping the image themselves. There is always something enigmatic and intimate about photographs of sleeping people. As though it were possible to read their dreams. Maybe that’s why Annelies Štrba doesn’t stop to take picture of resting or sleeping people.
Deeply influenced by the only novel by Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights ( 1847), with provided pictures by the painter Balthus in his earlier years, Annelies Štrba captures the world of Betlis, among the swiss mountains where she has her studio, creating another one, under enchantment and utterly symbolic: feminine ethereal characters, suspended into the romantic-drama and portraited with the typical calm of the painter because, as the artist says: “ The real world has always got me bored and my photographs are always about the real life, involving  sadness and beauty as well”.

Sonja and Linda, Annelies Štrba’s two daughters, who establish with her a sort of triumvirate, are retracted with their melancholy while picking flowers, taking a walk in the wood, resting in the grass: therefore the photographic works or videos in which they are the main characters are at the same time a kind of family album: giving portraits of the tender world of childish and later of the sensuality of their young motherhood.
These images have their roots in the field of emotions, so it’s easy to feel their fascination and to perceive their general meaning however they really belong to a deep, personal, iconography, hidden and better translated by the recent videos of the artist. Actually, all her pictures are taken from the stuff recorded with the videocamera with a fluidity of language which makes her pieces even more precious and complete. 
* Harald Fricke is an art critic of the german magazine Tageszeitung

BIOGRAPHY

Annelies Štrba was born in October, 1947. 

She lives in Richterswil, among the swiss mountains, next to the lake of Zug. Her centre of the world.
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