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YAMAMOTO MASAO
「積極的受動性」の感覚が会得できれば、それは心身を扱う一つの揺るぎないスタイルをつかんだことになる。世界と一体化する気持ちのいい身体感覚を知った時、森羅万象に対する敬意と謙虚な思いが自然と生まれてくる。武道（写真）は、非常に深い宗教的な感性まで含むものであった。
Once you have learned the sense of “active passiveness,” it means that you have acquired a solid style of treating your mind and body. Being at one with the world, your body experiences a pleasant feeling, by which just naturally, you will have respect and humble thoughts for the universe. I have learned that martial arts (photography) involve very profound sensory, spiritual experiences.











Yamamoto Masao 

The Japanese artist Yamamoto Masao creates a new installation especially for Carla Sozzani’s Art Gallery. The work is composed by a big selection of photographs from Nakazora and A box of Ku
 series.

Both projects are made by photographs, mainly black and white ones, printed by traditional means on photographic paper. Each image is so small that sometimes it's hard to identify its subject. The borders are irregular, bad cut and sometimes even consumed. 

The photographs are so creased that they look like those, long forgotten aside and then found unexpectedly again in a purse or in an old box. The defects, bends, the paper purposely torn, a printing that is sometimes far from flawless, characterize each photograph its own way.

The value of Masao Yamamoto's work rests on single images, created with elegance, balance and precision, as well as on the whole composition, on the aesthetic and meaning that links all his photographs. 

Whole Yamamoto's work is based on fragments: his photographs are small instants of everyday life and his subjects, often quite ordinary  and sometimes even banal, are able to convey the artist's personal universe with deep sensitivity. At the same time, the single fragments, when collected together, create a story, an atmosphere.

The relation between the white/empty space and that dedicated to the images is particularly interesting in his work. Both are equally important for the composition. Like a symphony, the installation is shaped by the images (notes) as well as the white empty space (silence). The balance between these two elements and Yamamoto's sensitivity, make his work an outstanding, a very refined research.

Over the years Yamamoto Masao has produced a series of valuable books, where the white page becomes a surface over which he can make a composition of photographs. Among them Omizuao, packaged in a precious wooden box, is a stripe of Japanese paper, folded like an accordion. The photographs are suitably disposed in the space so that a variety of combinations of images can be obtained, according to the way the sheet is bent. Nakazora is shaped like a "makimono", the traditional creaseless Japanese roll.
Artist official web site:

http://homepage2.nifty.com/yamamoto-masao/e_index.html
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BIOGRAPHY
Born in Gamagori, in the region of Aichi, Japan in1957. Studies painting with Goro Saito.

Since 1986 has many exhibitions in Japan, Europe and United States. Prestigious collectors and museums bought his photographs in Europe and USA. 

He is actually regarded as one of the most important Japanese photographers alive.

He lives and works in Yokohama.
� The Buddhist word “nakazora” means the space between the earth and the sky, the centre of the celestial sphere (the zenith), but also the emptiness.


“Ku”, from which comes the title “A box of Ku”, is a Chinese sign that has different meanings: “earth”, but also “empty, absence”. When taken as Buddhist word it means: “ what we can’t know” and so we can’t describe.





 








