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BACK TO HELP!
Gallery Carla Sozzani introduces a selection of the 100 and more photographs realised from the photographer scene Emilio Lari during the shooting of the Richard Lester’ film "HELP!" shot in 1965 with a cast of exception: The Beatles.

The exhibition "Back to Help!", inaugurated in London the last April to the Proud Gallery, gathers a selection of unknown images.

In exhibition portraits of the young John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. The black and white photographs, set-aside after the shooting of Help! and remained for 40 years in the archives of Lari are exhibited for the first time in Italy.

This report has been realized at the debuts of the long and brilliant career of the roman photographer Emilio Lari.

As he tells: "From a day to the other I took my FIAT 600 with the idea to take some photographs to the Beatles in London. I left from Largo Benedetto Marcello, in Rome.

Once I arrived in London, during a party, a friend of mine knew that Richard Lester was shooting the film A Hard Day' s Night and I found his address.

That afternoon it rained, and still I didn’t have an impeccable accent... I set off to try to find the house of Dick Lester. After hours I arrived in front of his door: I was unpresentable, but I smiled. I told of being an envoy of the Europeo and that they would have fired to me if I didn’t return in Italy with the photos of the Beatles. I couldn’t be watched, but Dick was really amused. He understood that I was a bullshit. Tomorrow we turn to Marylebone Station, he said, and he invited me. When I went out from his house It was very dark and I thought that if I take three hours to find him I would have never found the stop of the tube. After a beer and fish n' Chips I parked my 600 blocking the gate to him. The morning after Lester knocked on my clouded glass. I even didn’t remember of being there. I followed him with my car through a completely desert London in the Sunday dawn and we arrived together on the set.

This great misunderstanding introduced us to the troupe and to the boys as old friends and it made me endured to love from all ".

About that adventure that launched him in the world of the photography Emilio Lari remembers that: “the first day on the set of A Hard Day' s Night. It seemed to me of being able to do what I wanted. Then the official photographer arrived, and they hunted me. The day after I went from Frank Selby to the Rex with my bad English. I made the Beatles. Ah yes? And where? In the Subway to Marylebone Station. And the rolls of film. At home, I said. When he saw that all corresponded he accompanied me to take them with his machine. The same evening the photos were everywhere, the day after on all newspapers. In those first releases there were always Richard Lester in the middle. I’m interested in him, it was vigorous, I take a lot of photo to him while he directed the boys. He loved my photos, his tips to the press office provide me the official invitation on the set of Help!”.

What it renders unique this project after all these years is the existing relationship between Lari and the Beatles: “When you have the same age is easier. We were contemporary and we were growing all. At twenty years old simply I felt that the Beatles were going to become something. I love their style. They were very elegant”.

Biography
Emilio Lari was born in 1939, still young he becomes assistant of Pierluigi Praturlon, director of an important agency of photographers. With him he realizes his first services for important directors as De Sica.

In the 1963 he moves to England with a precise aim: to photograph the Beatles. In the ‘65 he realizes his dream thanks to Richard Laster that engages him for the photographs of the film "Help!" introduced in this exhibition. The work for Laster launches internationally Lari and from then he works on various cinematographic set dividing himself between Italy and the United States. His filmography counts till today more than 140 films as for example “Ieri oggi e domani” (Vittorio de Sica, 1963), “Barbarella” (Roger Vadim, 1968), “Il Padrino” (Francis Ford Coppola, 1973), “Toro Scatenato” (Martin Scorsese, 1980), “Ladyhawke” (Richard Donner, 1985), “L’intervista” (Federico Fellini, 1987).
Lari is an eclectic and enterprising person with an adventurous life rich of interesting encounter. Gotten passionate of music, fashion and sport he participated to various projects and he photographed different situations for the most various reviews and also just for his personal archive that gathers a lot of portraits of important actors and friends. Currently he lives and works in Rome.
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