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KRIS RUHS
“Reflecting Room”
In occasion of the Salone del Mobile the American artist Kris Ruhs introduces the installation "Reflecting Room". The closed space is one of the recurrent topics of the job of Kris Ruhs that considers this installation a reflection on the space and the lighting system, and it isn’t part of the series of the others "rooms" created in the past.

The indirect light and its expression of tranquillity are the center of the installation. The central room of 9x9 meters, is illuminated from a series of 50 "stones" in raku ceramics suspended from the ceiling with steel cables. In the last years Ruhs has dedicated much time to the raku ceramics and he knows very well its potentialities. The long and thin stones in the colours of the earth illuminate and at the same time they are reflected on the resin pavement and the ground, polished like water, irradiates the light in all the space.

The artist doesn’t want to make the access to his sea of tranquillity very easy to everyone. This bewitched garden of the light and the space is locked up to the inside of three concentric rooms realized with walls of metallic embroider through which we are able to see the "Reflecting Room”. In order to catch up the heart of the installation we must follow the path in the maze designed by the metallic walls.
Once again Kris Ruhs invites to share his creative process through the movements in the space he has created, in order to catch up and to enjoy finally the peace and the calm present in the heart the work.

KRIS RUHS  
1952                          
       was born in New York from a family of German origin.

1972 -1975                 
he studies at the School of Visual Arts of New York City.

1972 –1996                
       he works and lives in New York.

from 1996 till today               he works and lives between Milan and Paris.

Kris Ruhs begins his iter of artist as student of the School of Visual Arts of New York, city that in the ‘70s was in great cultural ferment: a strong artistic movement brought back to early the bases of the creativity in various media, while the exhibition places introduced the creative process, give it the same importance of the concluded work.. In those years Ruhs expresses his creativity beginning from simple elements like paper and painting.

He begins a series of sculptures inspiring himself to the shapes of the various objects collected in the roads around his studio in the bottom to Broadway street. Woods of refuse of varied shape and measure become soon his preferred materials. The old wood is cut, skin, recording, painting and burning becoming one new matter with a shape and one peculiar gravity, not only physical but also metaphoric.

The wood, even if easy recognizable, is modified. It turn out a series of "Boxes" that brings to light the harmonic composition of various elements and the passage of the time on the matter. The first "Boxes", created in the ‘80s, are the base for the numerous future reworks and compounds of recovery materials 

The strong ability to bring to the light the expressive potentialities enrolled in the matter and the colors allows Ruhs to exceed with facility the existing limits between the three-dimensional job, the sculpture, and the job on two dimensions, the painting, collage in paper and the wood, breaking off the barriers between truth and representation.

The exploration of the various techniques and the means of artistic expression has brought Ruhs to consolidate some outlines that remain to the center of his search. As an example the use of the light in motion and of the firm light, above a worked surface (painted or carved), in different step (phase). This technique reveals another stage of the method of job and creative reflection of the artist: materials and light can be moved - material and light cannot be moved. The process of change and dissolution of the light, interrupted and directed from the artist second his wishes, reveals the intrinsic characteristics of the various materials, that the artist puts in evidence.

The facility to establish a dialogue between the artist and the matter allows Ruhs to use with great ability whatever material and technique in order to adapt it to his creative process.

The results of his artistic search are works in which the formal discipline and the mastery of various techniques reflect on the mystery of the passage of the time and the organization of the space.

