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ZANDRA RHODES

Retrospective
Zandra Rhodes presented her first collection in 1969. The fashion world was shaken: her boldness, which she has maintained over the years, broke down all the barriers, colours, fabrics and styles. No-one had ever dared so much before. 
Zandra was a bold revolutionary.
Galleria Carla Sozzani dedicates an exhibition to the British stylist’s innovations, along the lines of exhibitions paying homage to other fashion revolutionaries in past years: Walter Albini (1990), Rudi Gernreich (1998), André Courrèges (1999), Paco Rabanne (2002) and Pierre Cardin (2004), each of whom radically changed the way women dress and interpreted changes in society.
Zandra Rhodes made her debut precisely as a breath of fresh air was about to arrive in London and spread from there all over world. ‘Swinging London’ was a way of living and thinking that was to affect every aspect of society, and Rhodes anticipating its rebellious spirit in her colours, precious fabrics and patterns. 
“I’m a fabric designer who can’t find a job, and I happened upon the world of fashion by chance.” She herself designs and prints her own fabrics in her workshop for her creations, which are always bizarre and extreme, with a unique style suffused with romanticism.
Colour reigns unchallenged in Zandra’s fantastic world, giving women joie de vivre, a carefree spirit, the courage to feel unique.
She draws her inspiration from a variety of popular cultures, reinventing them in a contemporary light: Russian dolls, China and Japan, African batik and Indian saris, Mexican motifs and the legend of the wild west, Spanish bullfighters and flamenco dancers, the natural youth of Australia; and from the history of costume: ancient Egypt and classical Greece, sumptuous Elizabethan gowns and the rigour of the Charleston age.
In a career spanning more than thirty years Zandra Rhodes has set up her own personal archives containing three thousand garments and countless sketches, models and drawings, currently kept in the Fashion and Textile Museum in London.
A woman and a stylist who managed, alone, to reconcile ‘diversities’ with the grace of superb ingenuity, extolling and freeing femininity.
Biographical notes
Born in 1940 in Chatham, Kent 

1959-1961 studies at Medway College of Art, Rochester, Kent, where her mother, a seamstress for a French fashion house, is a teacher
1961-1964 studies at the Royal College of Art, School of Textiles and Design, London
1969 first collection of her own. Opens her own shop in Fulham Road in London’s West End and then in Bond Street, fashion capital of the world
1984 Jonathan Cape publishes "The Art of Zandra Rhodes"
1994 Queen Elizabeth unveils a statue of Zandra Rhodes by sculptor Andrew Logan at London’s National Portrait Gallery
1995 opens a studio in California to work on interior architecture projects
1996 starts working on a project for The Fashion and Textile Museum commemorating British fashion designers and fabric designers from the ‘60s to the ‘80s 

1997 awarded the honour of Commander of the British Empire
2001 designs costumes for Mozart’s The Magic Flute to open the San Diego opera season

2002 Vogue Vintage Fair raises funds for the Fashion and Textile Museum 

2003 May opening of the Fashion and Textile Museum, a project Zandra has worked on for 8 years

2005 “Zandra Rhodes – A lifelong love affair with textile” exhibition, London
2005 “Retrospective” exhibition, Galleria Carla Sozzani, Milan
