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MARK SELIGER 

“PLATINUMS”

Iconograph of the past decade, Mark Seliger was chief photographer for Rolling Stone and US Magazine from 1993 to 2002. 

This partnership affected his entire career. Mark Seliger creates unexpected images, working equally effectively in either colour or sophisticated black and white. He has always been fascinated by portraits and soon abandoned his documentary style in favour of a more profound, evocative study of composition. 

His portraits surprise us with their naturalness, revealing “unsuspected” aspects of the person photographed. 

The Platinums exhibition presenting his work between 1993 and 2005 is an ideal summary of his wholly personal approach to celebrity portraits. Alongside the Still Life selection we find his portraits of singers, actors and personalities from international show business, who continue to inspire the American photographer. 

Faithful to the principle that “the idea is much more important than the technique”, Mark Seliger reveals a great talent for exposing the hidden side of famous people and capturing the most intimate aspects of their personality. He rejects the pre-packaged image the stars want to convey to the public and asks them to talk about themselves, to stop posing and take off their masks in the attempt to reveal their most genuine side. 

The Nudes section, the largest in the exhibition, is of considerable stylistic interest; black and white prints, the theme common to all of the exhibition, giving it its title Platinums, and appear to be the best technical medium for these unusual portraits which always seem to fit in somewhere between the elegant and the grotesque.

Mark Seliger was born in 1959 in Amarillo, Texas and grew up in Houston. He started taking photographs for Rolling Stone Magazine in 1987. In 1993 he was appointed chief photographer, and he continued working for the magazine until 2002. 

In 1999 he published the book “When They Came to Take My Father. Voices of the Holocaust”, a photographic documentation of holocaust survivors. The photographs were exhibited at the Yancey Richardson Gallery and the Synagogue Space in New York, in the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles and at Chromatics in Nashville.

In 1998 he directed a short film entitled “Opheria” for Natalie Merchant.

Seliger’s photographs have been exhibited at Soho Triad Gallery in New York, Fahey/Klein in Los Angeles and the Govinda Gallery in Washington, DC.

He has won numerous awards, including the prestigious “The Art Directors Club” award.

Mark Seliger’s talent has also found expression in work on music videos and advertising campaigns.

He lives and works in New York.

