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WORLD PRESS PHOTO

photography and journalism: award-winning images of 2004

Every year an independent panel of judges, this year including thirteen internationally accredited experts, is asked to express an opinion on thousands of photographs sent to the World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photoreporters, agencies, newspapers and magazines. 

The World Press Photo Award is one of the world most important photojournalism awards. Every year the best international photographs are examined for the Award, then organised into an exhibition and a catalogue, offering an opportunity to see the most beautiful and symbolic images that have accompanied, documented and illustrated the events of our age in newspapers all over the world throughout the year.

The exhibition includes award-winning images in 10 theme sections and is presented in a world tour (with about 80 locations planned for this year).

The 2004 competition saw the participation of 4176 photographers from 124 countries, who submitted a total of 63,093 images (81% were submitted in digital format). The final selection presented awards to 62 photographers from 23 countries: Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Colombia, the Czech Republic, Cuba, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Peru, Russia, Spain, Sweden and the Palestinian Territories. 

20003 photo of the year is a colour photography by JEAN-MARC BOUJU of France (winner of the Pulitzer Prize in 1994 and 1996), who works with Associated Press. 

The photo was taken on March 31 2003 in a holding centre for prisoners of war near Najaf, in Iraq, and shows an Iraqi prisoner comforting his four-year-old son.

Only one Italian photographer won an award this year: Dario Mitidieri, in the General News Story category, with a feature on mass graves in Iraq.

The World Press Photo exhibition does not just exhibit sensational images: it is also a historic document that allows us to relive the crucial events of our times. Its international nature, the thousands of people who see the exhibition every year, and the great interest the event attracts among photographers and the public every year reveal the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers and achieve truly high levels of immediate communication.

The World Press Photo Foundation, founded in 1955, is an independent international non-profit organisation for photojournalism. 

The official sponsors accompanying the exhibition in its travels around the world are Canon and TNT. 

Some information on the World Press Photo Foundation

The World Press Photo Foundation was founded in 1955 as an independent non-profit international photojournalism organisation based in the Netherlands. 

The Foundation’s main goal is organising the competition and exhibition, but also bringing together the greatest photojournalists in the world to discuss themes of great relevance linked with photojournalism, uniting different people and nations. This is made possible by the Foundation’s independence, allowing it to act as an effective bridge among nations. 

The intention of the World Press Photo Foundation is to present historical documents that allow us to relive crucial events of our times and reflect on their impact and significance. 

Since 1994 World Press Photo has offered an advanced educational initiative: the JOOP SWART Masterclass, a free advanced course open to young photographers selected by a panel of experts. The course is held in Rotterdam in the fall by instructors qualified in various different fields of photojournalism.

Every year the awards ceremony is preceded by two days of screenings and seminars on photography with the participation of a number of experts in the field. The occasion allows photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet and discuss the future of photojournalism.

The World Press Photo Foundation also works in emerging and developing countries to teach copyright laws in the sale of photography, display and editing of photojournalism services. World Press Photo has held seminars in countries including Bosnia-Erzegovina, Bangladesh, Peru, Zimbabwe and India with the intention of contributing to the development of pluralistic, democratic societies. These seminars are one of the Foundation’s key activities.

For more information go to www.worldpressphoto.nl

