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MARIO DE BIASI
Milano…Milano…Milano. The face of a city.

Photographs since 1947

Curated by Giuliana Scimé

In almost sixty years, a city undergoes such profound transformations as to make it unrecognisable in many places. 

When Mario De Biasi begins his tireless ‘reconnaissance’ the war has just ended, leaving terrible wounds in the city’s urban and social fabric. Time goes by and Milan takes on ever-new faces, while always staying true to its most genuine reality. 

It is unlikely that any other city has been covered for such a long time, without interruption, by a single photographer in the entire history of photography.

The exhibition includes 40 vintage photographs and about 50 contemporary black and white prints chosen from the endless archive of Mario De Biasi, one of the most prolific photographers in Italy or anywhere in the world. 

Images that help us to understand social values and historical realities, the evolution of lifestyles and the instincts of a metropolis. Something that might seem extraordinary to any other photographer, but not to De Biasi, who has always observed everything and everyone with sensitivity and uncommon intelligence. 

In single photographs of admirable synthesis, his story unfolds with curiosities, habits, moments of intense emotion. 

Other photographs capture the most ordinary of actions which escape notice in day-to-day life. 

The recent past, the present and the future flow together as if in a big family album, recording the life and physiognomy, moods and sentiments of Milan.

The Navigli, the canals which are the last fragment of the city’s original urban structure, represent a surviving corner of the past which Mario De Biasi illustrates in sketches ‘of the times that were’, and the years of a single generation have gone by, in elegant formal representations. 

The features of the city’s identity – the cathedral, the castle, the exhibition grounds, the factories and working-class districts, the new constructions – complete this biography in images, along with other subtle notations.

De Biasi loves his city so deeply – as a true Milanese by adoption – that he can recognise and interpret even the slightest changes in it. 

A lot of contemporary photo journalism focuses on events in the news which are soon forgotten. But De Biasi’s photographs are ageless: images that strike the eye, captured with the rapidity of the unrepeatable instant, passing on ideas rather than events, with the harmony of lights and shadows, with the balance of a formal set-up. 

The exhibition is Carla Sozzani Gallery’s homage to Mario De Biasi on the anniversary of his eightieth birthday.

BIOGRAPHY

Mario De Biasi was born in Belluno in 1923 and has lived in Milan since 1938. 

He started taking photographs in 1945 with a camera he found among the ruins of Nuremberg, where he had been deported for forced labour a year earlier. 

In 1948 he held his first personal show. In 1953 he became a professional and joined the editorial staff of "Epoca". He worked for more than thirty years with the historic weekly magazine published by Mondadori, producing hundreds of covers and countless feature reports all over the world. 
De Biasi has exhibited his photographs in numerous exhibitions in Italy and abroad and taught in workshops.  

He has published 76 books of photographs. 

In 1982 he was awarded the "Saint-Vincent" prize for journalism. 

In 1994 he was awarded the ‘Friuli-Venezia Giulia Prize’ in Spilimbergo. In the same year he exhibited his works and won prizes at the Arles Festival with 12 other world-famous photographers.

In 1994 his famous photograph "Gli italiani si voltano" was used as the poster for an exhibition entitled ‘The Italian Metamorphosis, 1943-1968’ at the Guggenheim Museum in New York. 

It is included in a book published recently in English and German under the title ‘Faces of photography. Meetings with 50 twentieth-century masters’. 

Bruno Munari wrote about him: “He photographed revolutions and famous men, unknown countries. He photographed erupting volcanoes and vast expanses of polar snow at sixty-five degrees below zero. The camera is now a part of his anatomy, like his nose or his eyes.”

When he is not taking photographs, he draws and colours. 


