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BRUCE WEBER 
filmography

Bruce Weber is one of the best-known, most prestigious names in photography. For more than fifteen years he has also been making films, a less widely known aspect of his creative career.

Now, for the first time in Italy, this exhibition shows a selection of photographs Weber took on the sets of his films: portraits of the people who appear in his documentaries and films, features reporting on the making of the films, ‘stills’.

This lively anthology of images reveals the artist’s secret qualities, going beyond the usual glamorous images. The exhibition is an exciting meta-biographical adventure in Bruce Weber’s secret universe.

Weber made his first documentary in 1987, Broken Noses, about former champion boxer Andy Minsker, who runs a gym in Portland, Oregon. For the soundtrack, Weber chose music by Chet Baker and Gerry Mulligan.

Let’s Get Lost (1988) is dedicated to Chet Baker: the moving, often violent biography of a great jazz musician consumed by drugs and alcohol. The film was nominated for an Oscar.

This was followed by two experimental films: Backyard Movie (1991), reminiscences of old films and fantasies about his childhood, and Gentle Giants (1994), homage to his beloved Newfoundland dogs.

In 2001 Bruce Weber made his first committed film, Chop Suey, presented at the Berlin Film Festival. Critics all over the world hailed it with flattery for the nonconforming originality of the subject and how it was filmed. 

Chop Suey is a Chinese dish invented in the United States. The most various of ingredients are thrown together in the pot, just as Weber ‘cooks up’ the stories of actors, musicians and artists who have had a major influence on him.

Weber’s last film, A Letter To True, will be previewed on September 26 at Anteo cinema in Milan.

BIOGRAPHY

Bruce Weber was born in 1946 in Greensburg, a small mining and farming town in Pennsylvania. His father, a successful businessman, was a dedicated amateur photographer.

In 1966 he moved to New York to study film and photography at New York University.

He met Diane Arbus in a Greenwich Village café.

Arbus introduced him to Lisette Model, who accepted him as one of her students at the New School for Social Research.

In the meantime, Weber earned money posing as a model for photographers including Richard Avedon.

In 1973 he exhibited his works in a group show for the first time.

In 1974 he held his first solo show.

In 1974 he began living and working with Nan Bush.

In the late ’70s he started producing the Calvin Klein advertising campaigns that caused so much scandal and amazement.

His advertisements for Versace and Ralph Lauren were published in the most prestigious fashion magazines: Vogue, Vanity Fair and Interview, as well as in underground magazines.

He has exhibited his works in galleries and museums all over the world.

He has published 16 books, including the famous Shufly, The Chop Suey Club, A House is not a Home, Gentle Giants, O Rio de Janeiro.

FILMOGRAPHY

1987   Broken Noses

1988   Let’s Get Lost

1991   Backyard Movie

1994   Gentle Giants

1995   The Teddy Boys of the Edwardian Draper Society

2001   Chop Suey

2002   Pet Shop Boys Music Videos

2003   A Letter To True

