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photography and journalism: prize-winning images of 2003

Every year an independent panel of judges, this year including thirteen internationally accredited experts, is asked to express an opinion on thousands of photographs sent to the World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photoreporters, agencies, newspapers and magazines. 

The World Press Photo Award is one of the world’s most important photojournalism awards. Every year the best international photographs are examined for the Award, then organised into an exhibition and a catalogue, offering an opportunity to see the most beautiful and symbolic images that have accompanied, documented and illustrated the events of our age in newspapers all over the world throughout the year.

The exhibition includes award-winning images in 18 theme sections and is presented in a world tour every year (with more than 70 locations planned for 2003) on the sole condition that all the photographs selected be exhibited without any limitations or censure. A World Press Photo Foundation representative is sent to each country hosting the event to help put the exhibition together and make sure that all the photographs are actually put on exhibit.

The 2003 competition saw the participation of 3913 photographers from 118 different countries who submitted a total of 53,597 pictures. As compared to past editions, many more photographs were submitted in digital form: 69% (57% in 2002 and 27.5% in 2001). The final selection presented awards to 55 photographers from 21 countries: Armenia, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, the People’s Republic of China, Peru, Poland, Russia, Spain, South Africa, the United States and Hungary. 

The photograph selected as 2002 photo of the year is by an Armenian photographer living in Los Angeles, ERIC GRIGORIAN, represented by Polaris Images and by Grazia Neri in Italy. The black and white photo taken on June 23, 2002 shows a boy crouching down holding the trousers of his father, killed by the earthquake that struck the province of Qazvin, in northwest Iran. The boy is surrounded by soldiers and villagers digging graves for the victims of the powerful earthquake, which took more than 500 victims in 12 villages in the area.  

Two Italian photographers won awards in this year's competition: Emmanuel Scorcelletti and Paola Porto, both in the The Arts singles category. 

These are more than just sensational images. The World Press Photo exhibition is also a historic document that allows us to relive the crucial events of our times. Its international nature, the thousands of people who see the exhibition every year, and the great interest the event attracts among photographers and the public every year reveal the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers and achieve very high levels of immediate communication.

The World Press Photo Foundation, founded in 1955, is an independent international non-profit organisation for photojournalism. 

The official sponsors accompanying the exhibition in its travels around the world are Canon, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and TPG global mail, express and logistics.

Some information on the World Press Photo Foundation

The World Press Photo Foundation was founded in 1955 as an independent non-profit international photojournalism organisation based in the Netherlands. 

The Foundation’s main goal is organising the competition and exhibition, but also bringing together the greatest photojournalists in the world to discuss themes of great relevance linked with photojournalism, uniting different people and nations. This is made possible by the Foundation’s independence, allowing it to act as an effective bridge among nations. 

The intention of the World Press Photo Foundation is to present historical documents that allow us to relive crucial events of our times and reflect on their impact and significance. Its profoundly international character demonstrates the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers to achieve very high levels of immediate communication.

Since 1994 World Press Photo has offered an advanced educational initiative: the JOOP SWART Masterclass, a free advanced course open to young photographers selected by a panel of experts. The course is held in Rotterdam in the fall by instructors qualified in various different fields of photojournalism.

Every year the awards ceremony is preceded by two days of screenings and seminars on photography with the participation of a number of experts in the field. The occasion allows photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet and discuss the future of photojournalism.

The World Press Photo Foundation also works in emerging and developing countries to teach copyright laws in the sale of photography, display and editing of photojournalism services. World Press Photo has held seminars in countries including Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bangladesh, Peru, Zimbabwe and India with the intention of contributing to the development of pluralistic, democratic societies. These seminars are one of the Foundation’s key activities.

For more information go to www.worldpressphoto.nl

