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Alberto Rizzo

The right word to describe Alberto Rizzo’s work is dynamic. 

The women in his pictures ‘explode’ out of the photograph thanks to the almost three-dimensional effect he manages to give his pictures.

Other images amaze with their composition, abstract forms of light and colour of enthralling fascination. Silhouettes that look as if drawn by a skilful hand but are instead the product of masterful use of light, which Rizzo dominates in an unusual way for a fashion photographer, designing enigmatic forms. 

Bizarre compositions with perfect equilibrium respond to a way of ‘inventing’ fashion that goes beyond the demands of figuration.

Rizzo can transform any object at all (from a precious watch to a bar of soap or a perfume bottle) into a fantastic vision, doing away with cognition of the object itself to lose itself in an imaginative vision of great power. 

Skilled in classic black and white photography, in colour Alberto Rizzo releases a creativity that rebels against the conventional formulas. 

His work reconciles the opposites of photography so that we can no longer identify the boundaries between fashion photography and art photography.

His personal work, ‘Shadows’, is also emblematic of the rare virtue of grasping the essential alone. A look out the window of his New York loft takes the form of quick snapshots of passers-by and the urban environment, stimuli for releasing the rigour of form and a new tool for the observer to use in getting to know reality. 

Biography

Alberto Rizzo was born in Rome in 1931. He moved to California in 1960 and then to New York in 1969, where he began working with Harper’s Baazar.

His photographs have been published in Newsweek, L’Uomo Vogue, Vogue America, France and Italy, Mademoiselle, Domus and many other magazines.

He has photographed advertising campaigns for Bulgari, Revlon, Chanel, Seiko, Clinique, Danskin, Max Factor, Saks Fifth Avenue and Bloomingdales.

He worked on projects for the Guggenheim with the famous conceptual artist Arakawa in 1998 and for the Venice Biennial in 1981 with Vincenzo Agnetti.

Alberto Rizzo has also worked with the Metropolitan Museum, where one of his best-known creations is exhibited, and the Brooklyn Museum during its design.

Since 1984 he has exhibited his photographs in several exhibitions in the United States and Italy.

The Directory Club of America has presented him with numerous awards.

He lived and worked in New York, continuing to take photographs while also concerning himself with painting. He died in 2004.
Preparation of the first anthological volume on his work (Carla Sozzani Editore) is currently underway.

