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Roger Ballen

Roger Ballen’s photography only gradually became known in Europe and the United States: too different, too surprising to attract attention right away, too personal to be assimilated into current fashions. 

Ballen is entirely original in his choice of subjects and creation of images.

Clear black and white prints of rarefied elements: people, pets, little objects captured in settings which are so simple as to be almost absent. 

His photography explores South Africa as we have never seen it before, despite all the media coverage, and as we never imagined it. 

His is a ‘domestic’, intimate vision, an eye that penetrates the true experience of humble, sometimes bizarre characters, absolutely free of false piety and forced political statements. 

It is precisely because Ballen’s truth is day-to-day life that does not scream at us from the pages of magazines or from our televisions screens that his work is so different from any kind of photojournalism. It is a story about people.

His images demand attention and careful observation; the harmony of his compositions conceals a talent for setting up a very deep conceptual universe with apparent ingenuity.

Biography

1950 
born in New York. His mother Adrienne is on the staff of Magnum agency in New 
York, and in 1968 she and Inge Bondi open the Photography House gallery.

1972 
graduates from Berkeley University in California

1973 
starts travelling and crosses Asia overland

1974 
travels from Cairo to Cape Town, South Africa

1975 
goes back to his early photographs for his Boyhood project, published in 1977

1981
 takes a PhD in philosophy

1982 
settles in South Africa, travelling more than 100,000 kilometres to take the 
photographs in Dorps, about small villages, published in 1985

1986-1993, works on the Platteland project

2001 
publishes Outland, a collection of various different photographic projects

Since 1981 he has exhibited his works in a number of private galleries and public spaces in the United States, South Africa, England, France and the Netherlands.

His photographs are included in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art in New York, Musée de la Photographie in Charleroi, Folkwang Museum in Essen and the National Gallery in Cape Town

