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Franco Fontana

Alternative routes

The exhibition includes about 60 images.

Well-known international photographer Franco Fontana has some surprises in store for us.

Not previously unseen works dug up out from the reject pile rather than throwing them away. Digging such things up from the bottom of the drawer is a much-abused habit for some photographers in an attempt to renew a fame that has been fossilised for years around the same old images.

Instead, this exhibition includes some of Fontana’s best-known works, arranged to encourage reflection on ‘what we already know’, discovery of new interpretations and ways of escaping a superficial reading of some of his images which have unjustly been set apart.

It is an unusual anthology. The photographer’s creative career and the maturation of his representation are drawn by a line that follows the rarefaction of his signs. 

Fontana is a true master of the ability to extrapolate from the confusion of our perception of objects those little details that take on different meanings when isolated from their usual context. 

Often with a surrealism that is based on such subtle relationships it is hard to identify, his images gather imperceptible rejects of reality, not acclaimed destabilisations but insinuating interrogatives as to what we truly absorb in our visual memory.

A number of historic images which have become a part of our age's visual heritage guide us along the way: the little car in Prague, the red bench…. icons of knowing how to see.

There is a special focus on the ‘Swimming pools’ series, one of the most mysterious works in contemporary photography, never truly understood. They date back to 1984, almost twenty years ago, and they anticipated certain new forms of analysis so much in vogue today. And yet in his ‘Swimming pools’ series Franco Fontana reveals a highly personal, inimitable trait.

Biography

Franco Fontana  was born in Modena on December 9th, 1933.

He started taking photographs in 1961.

His first solo show was held in Modena in 1968. 

He has published more than 40 books in Italian, Japanese, French, German, Swiss, American and Spanish editions.

He has exhibited his works all over the world in private galleries and museums, participating in more than 400 collective and personal exhibitions. His works are kept in more than 50 museum collections the world over (summary):

* International Museum of Photography “G.Eastman House”, Rochester 

* The Museum of Modern Art, New York 

* Ludwig Museum, Cologne


* Museum of Modern Art, Norman, Oklahoma


* National Gallery, Beijing, China


* The Australian National Gallery, Melbourne


* University of Texas, Austin 


* Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam


* Metropolitan Museum, Tokyo 


* The Israel Museum, Jerusalem


* Museé d’Art Moderne, Paris

* Museo de Arte São Paolo, San Paolo


* Kunsthaus Museum, Zurich

* The Photographic Museum, Helsinki

* Museum of Fine Arts, San Francisco 


* Puskin State Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow 

* Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Acknowledgements and awards:
1974  
Cologne
Photokina, Cologne, Kodak Photobuchpreis - Baden Wurttemberg  

1983   Stuttgardt
Prix 1983 - Farbfoto Kalender 

1984
Modena
XXVIII Ragno d’Oro - Unesco Art Award

1989
Rome

Premio della Cultura – President of the Council of Ministers.

1990
Tokyo
Photographic Society of Japan - The 150 Years of Photography Photographer Award 

1991
Gorizia
Friuli Venezia Giulia Award

1992
Venice
Città di Venezia Award for Photography 

1993
Sorrento
Città di Sorrento Award for Photography  

1993
Cordoba
Guitarra 1993 Award

1994
Pisa

Pisa per la Fotografia  Award marking the 650th anniversary of the foundation of Pisa’s University

1995
Turin
 
FIAF Award – The FIAF Board appointment as Italian Master Photographer for his work for photography and for FIAF

1995
Spilimbergo
“Friuli Venezia Giulia per la fotografia” Award

1998
Benevento
“Una vita per la fotografia” Award

2000
Vignola
“Ciliegia d’oro”Award


Modena
 Receives the honour of Commendatore della Repubblica 
Italiana for artistic merit


Fontana has produced numerous advertising campaigns including: FIAT, VOLKSWAGEN, FERROVIE dello STATO, SONY, VOLVO, VERSACE, CANON, KODAK, SNAM, ROBE DI KAPPA.

He has worked and still works on feature articles for TIME-LIFE, VOGUE Usa and VOGUE France, Venerdì di Repubblica, Sette del Corriere della Sera, Panorama, Frankfurter Allgemeine, Epoca, Class, the New York Times. 

He has held workshops and conferences for the Guggenheim Museum in New York, the Institute of Technology in Tokyo, the Brussels Academy, Toronto University, and in Rome, Paris, Arles, Rockport, Barcelona, Taipei, at the Turin Polytechnic and in many other places.

He is in charge of artistic direction for the Toscana Fotofestival.

He has worked with: Guggenheim Museum in New York, Centre Georges Pompidou, the Japanese Ministry of Culture, and the French Ministry of Culture.
