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ED VAN DER ELSKEN

A nonconformist with a lot of character, Ed van der Elsken (Amsterdam 1925 - Edam 1990) liked to call himself "a vagabond photographer" when still a young man. 

After a brief apprenticeship in a photography school, he left the Netherlands for Paris, where he came in contact with the young people who hung around on the Rive Gauche. They were young rebels who rejected the rules of the bourgeois society of their day and did provocative things like listening to jazz, smoking hashish and getting solemnly drunk; they slept on park benches or in squalid cheap hotels. Some of them wrote, others painted or danced in nightclubs to earn a living. Ed van der Elsken lived with these young people for months along the boulevards and in the bistrots and nightclubs. His photographs of them were published in Liebe in Saint Germain des Prés (Love on the Left Bank, 1956), a book of photographs underlined by text he wrote himself, a sort of diary of his experiences and sensations.

The book was a great success and consecrated Ed van der Elsken’s status as a promising young photographer. This marked the beginning of a brilliant career punctuated by numerous international exhibitions.

Ed van der Elsken’s interest always lay in people, photographed on his long voyages around the world, approaching his subjects with sensitive complicity and respect.
He almost always worked on the street (in Paris, Amsterdam, Hong Kong, Tokyo and other big cities), preferring to photograph the most eccentric, mixed-up, unusual characters, using his camera to record "feelings of uncertainty, rage, depression, pessimism and defeatism".

His books include: Liebe in Saint Germain des Prés, 1956; Bagara, 1958; Jazz, 1959; Sweet Life, 1966; Eye Love You, 1977; Amsterdam! Oude foto's 1947-1970, 1979; Paris! Fotos 1950-1954; De ontdekking van Japan (The Discovery of Japan), 1988; L'Amour, 1995; Hong Kong, 1997; Fotografie+film, 1949-1990, 2000.

