Ed Van Der Elsken

(1925 – 1990, Netherlands) 
In 1943 he attended the Instituut voor Kunstnijverheidsonderwijs to become a sculptor but, a year later, he had to leave the school to escape Nazi forced labour. At the end of II World War, after a short apprenticeship in a school of photography, he left the Netherlands to reach Paris. Here he met young people who moved in the Rive Gauche. For months he followed these guys in the boulevards, bistrot and night pubs. He took photos that were published in Liebe in Saint Germain des Prés (Love on the Left Bank, 1956), a book where photos are matched with text written by Ed Van Der Elsken to create a diary of his experiences and feelings.

This book is a first step of a brilliant career characterized by many international solo exhibitions. He worked mainly on the street: Paris, Amsterdam, Hong Kong, Tokyo and many other metropolises. Among his books, we can remind: Liebe in Saint Germain des Prés, 1956; Bagara, 1958; Jazz, 1959; Sweet Life, 1966; Eye Love You, 1977; Amsterdam! Oude foto’s 1947-1970, 1979; Paris!Fotos 1950-1954; De ontdekking van Japan (The Discovery of Japan), 1988; L’Amour, 1950-1990; Hong Kong, 1997; Fotografie+film, 1949-1990. 

He realized also documentary films and short films.
