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Mario Cravo Neto
60 black and white photographs
Curated by Giuliana Scimé
Mario Cravo Neto is one of the most interesting and revolutionary contemporary photographers who are changing the history of  photography.
Unique, inimitable, Cravo Neto invented a magical universe in which reality (people and objects) and subtle metaphysical references find harmony in images with a strong visual impact. What are apparently portraits of his everyday acquaintances – his wife, children and friends - are transformed by a few simple tricks into symbolic figures and archetypes of a humanity lost in the cancellation of cultures. Compositions of still lifes which transgress the classic canons inherited from the pictorial tradition and captured in photographs.
As in his portraits, Cravo Neto’s still lifes reject all aestheticising attempts. Every one of his photographs has an ultra-pure meaning that casts its roots in the communication of intimate stories.

Trained as a sculptor, the son of the best-known Brazilian sculptor, he instinctively works with tactile materialism and three-dimensionality, managing to transpose it into the photographic image by a miracle of visual and technical skill.
Light – always natural light – moulds his forms, enhances somatic traits, underlines the symbolic object, reveals the details that emerge out of ultra-black backgrounds, creating an optical illusion of three-dimensionality.
Very scrupulous and demanding, he creates large images (1x1 m limited runs) which a rare example of superb quality in photography.
The exhibition includes a selection of works dating from 1979 through 2000.
BIOGRAPHY
Mario Cravo Neto was born in Salvador, Bahia in 1947 into a family of artists. His father, Mario Cravo Junior, is considered the most important Brazilian sculptor and one of the most eminent artists in Latin America. The young Cravo Neto became interested in sculpture and photography at the age of seventeen. As a teenager he travelled to Europe with his family, discovering museums and historic places and meeting many artists. Emilio Vedova and Max Jakob in particular opened up new creative horizons for the young Mario Cravo Neto.
He completed his studies when he returned to Brazil in 1965 and in 1968 he joined the "Art Student League" in New York, directed by Jack Krueger, one of the precursors of the conceptual art movement. These two years of study were essential to his formation as a man and as an artist. In New York he produced his series of colour photographs entitled 'On the Subway' and his black and white photographs on the aspects of abandonment and desolation of the human being in the metropolis. In his Soho studio he also conducted three-dimensional research in his 'terrarium': growing plants in an enclosed space.
Back in Brazil in 1970, Neto was on the verge of a nervous breakdown due to stress. He first exhibited at the 12th San Paolo Biennial. His work was a large installation of 'living sculptures' created in New York. This first experience exhibiting his work was followed by numerous individual and group shows in Brazil and abroad. In 1975 he suffered a terrible automobile accident that forced him to stay immobile in bed for almost a year. At this time of inactivity, he focused on ‘staged’ photography, relying on the assistance of friends who went to visit him (the subjects of his photographs) and everyday objects. Since then Mario Cravo Neto has also worked on the production of short films and videos. Mario Cravo Neto lives and works in Salvador de Bahia.
He has received international awards and acknowledgements.
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