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"It’s not enough to be familiar with an artist’s work. You also have to know when he did it, why, how, under what circumstances"

Picasso, 1964

On the occasion of the major exhibition organised by Leonardo Mondadori, "Picasso", opening at the Palazzo Reale in Milan on September 15, this exhibition wishes to contribute to our familiarity with the great master by presenting him in his day-to-day life.

It is Picasso the man who is on exhibit. The revered and admired artist, but also the husband, the lover, the father, the friend, photographed at home, in his studio, on the street, alone or surrounded by celebrities and ordinary people. Just as, according to Picasso, "A painting is not thought out and determined in advance down to the tiniest detail, but follows the mobility of thought while it is being painted", the images of the great master seem to follow his personal life, with its joys and tenderness, its seriousness and its irony.

The photographers whose works are on exhibit are:

Robert Doisneau
Born in 1912 in Gentilly, France, Doisneau taught himself photography starting in the '30s. His images of Paris and its suburbs and his portraits of ordinary people have become true icons of the French lifestyle. He published numerous books and exhibited his works in galleries including the Museum of Modern Art in New York. Doisneau is considered the most emblematic representative of "photographic humanism". He died in Paris in 1994. 

Gjon Mili
Born in Albania in 1904, Mili studied engineering before concentrating on research into light and becoming a professional photographer in 1938. He produced numerous photo features for LIFE and became one of its best-known and best-loved photographers. In 1949 he took his famous "motion photographs" depicting Picasso drawing in the air with light. He died in New York in 1984.

Lucien Clergue
Born in Arles in 1934, Clergue started taking photographs at fifteen. In 1969 he founded the famous “Rencontres International de la Photographie” in Arles. This is where he met Picasso for the first time, in 1953: they remained friends until the great artist died in 1973. In 1993 he published "Picasso mon ami". He lives and works in Arles. 

Raphael Gatti
Born in Nice in 1936, a friend of Joseph Kassel and Picasso, Gatti photographed Chagall, Mirò, Cocteau and Prevert. He has been a photojournalist for twenty-five years, living and working in Nice. 

Roberto Otero
Born in Argentina in 1930, Otero studied cultural anthropology and worked as a producer and director. He produced numerous documentaries in France and Italy and also took photographs. In 1969 he met Picasso and took several portraits of him. He lives in Palma de Majorca.
Andrè Villers
Born in Beaucourt in 1930, Villers met Picasso in 1953 and portrayed him in different studios. In 1962 he and Picasso produced a volume of surrealist inspiration, "Diurnes", featuring collages and superimposed photographs and drawings, with an introduction by Prevert. Villers now works with photomontage, solarisation and double exposures. He lives and works in Mougins.

"A painting is not thought out and determined in advance down to the tiniest detail, but follows the mobility of thought while it is being painted.

Once it has been finished, it continues to change depending on the mood of the onlooker. 

A painting has no life except for the person looking at it."

Pablo Picasso

