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Born in Connecticut in 1968, David LaChapelle graduates with a diploma from the ‘North Carolina School of Arts’, then leaves his native city to seek his fortune in New York. He is not yet twenty, but his enthusiasm for setting out on his career and his curiosity are supported by good luck. He meets Andy Warhol, is fascinated by Pop Art and decides that photography is his destiny. He publishes his first work in Interview, the prestigious magazine founded by Warhol.

In only a few years he achieves fame by developing his own personal style characterised by use of saturated colours and extreme atmospheres. Called "the Fellini of photography" by New York Time Magazine, LaChapelle uses magical, outrageous contexts to create surreal images in which his characters move about in dreamy or nightmarish atmospheres. It is a very serious game played by the actors in his visual performances.

This exhibition – an anthology of one hundred and thirty photographs illustrating his work in recent years – includes grotesque and sensual images loaded with "an eroticism packed with humour which" – as he says- "I inherited from my mother, a beautiful woman who laughed about the many men who courted her". And in fact it was his mother Helga, a homemaker and amateur photographer, who first inspired David LaChapelle’s art.

His made-up images, grotesque and impossible, and superbly fascinating, with their violent colours and their content and representations bounding on the outrageous are a mirror of our times: vulgar, chaotic, crowded, bold, hedonistic and vacant. As LaChapelle says: "My favourite scenarios are McDonald's and cheap cars." A sentence that may appear banal, but reveals the consciousness and merciless analysis of an artist who is a genius of his times.

David LaChapelle has photographed countless stars of the worlds of film and music, from Madonna to Leonardo di Caprio, Uma Thurman and Elton John. He works on a regular basis with the magazines i-D, Arena, The New York Time Magazine, Rolling Stones, The London Sunday Times and Vanity Fair.

In 1995 he was recognised as best photographer of the year by Photo magazine (French edition) and American Photo.

In 1998 he received Life’s prestigious ‘Alfred Eisenstaedt Award’ for the most interesting photographic style of the year.

In 1996 he published the book "LaChapelle Land" and in 1999 "Hotel LaChapelle", both created from a selection of his works.

In recent years LaChapelle has directed a number of music videos, including Moby’s "Natural Blues", which won the best video of the year award at the MTV Europe Music Awards in 2000.

David LaChapelle lives and works in New York and Los Angeles.

