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FRANCO GRIGNANI - ANTHOLOGY

photographs

by Giuliana Scimé

In the late Twenties Franco Grignani, architect, designer, painter and photographer, gave in to the fascination of the photogram – a direct image produced without using a camera. He soon abandoned the technique, but it made an essential contribution to his theory about light and form, and above all about visual perception.

Grignani was one of the great theoreticians of perception, a topic he investigated with a series of experiments in photography: shots taken from unusual points of view, fluo effects, distortion, negative/positive, overprinting.

The materials he uses to obtain such complex images are very simple: water, oil, fragments of glass and mirrors, paper, etc., and there is no manipulation involved, just patient work in the darkroom. 

His research culminated in the formulation of his theory of ‘subperception’, dating back to 1949: “It is an almost dramatic analysis of the recovery of the physical absurdity of a passive space, an unknown zone that appears and disappears, immobile and rapid at the same time, changing the boundaries of forms.” (From Il senso di una ricerca, Reggio Emilia, 1979).

Subperception registers in the mechanisms of the mind that world of objects we consciously believe we do not see.

The exhibition includes about 80 photographs covering Franco Grignani’s entire productive career.

