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KENRO IZU

Still life

Nature: bodies and flowers, poetic images, sinuous lines, pictorial views, shadows. Emotional close-ups in which all references to space and time are lost: the bent back of a woman’s body looks like the stem of a flower; the folds of the flesh look like the cavities in a lily; bodies and flowers are juxtaposed in an ideal confrontation in which there are no winners or losers. Ever-changing forms are fixed, congealed in absolute time. 

Kenro Izu’s photographs are like the photo-pictorial experiments of the late nineteenth century, when the technique used was the daguerreotype. 

With Izu we find ourselves before a virtuoso of manual printing who chooses to express himself in platinum and palladium prints, making photographs so intense and creative that we can recognise them as his work right away. 

Using a camera designed specifically for special formats, Kenro Izu uses 14 x 20 inch (35 x 50 cm) negatives to print contact prints on watercolour paper, over which he then spreads the platinum emulsion. The mat surfaces thus created produce three-dimensional images modulated by shades of grey; the result is a perfect synthesis between subject and medium. We might describe Kenro Izu’s still lifes as luminous abstract forms surrounded by a velvety darkness, further enriched by variations of hue. 

His compositions have a silent life which requires – demands – a contemplative vision of form, time and space. 
KENRO IZU

1949
born in Osaka, Japan.

1969-72
attends the photography programme at Nihon University, Tokyo 


College of Art.

1971
moves to New York.

1974
opens Kenro Izu Studio, specialising in “still lifes”. 



Works as a freelance photographer. 

1979 starts photographing stone monuments (temples, architecture, etc.)

1983 starts producing platinum/palladium prints. 

1984 receives an award from the National Endowment of Arts. 

1985 receives an award from the New York Foundation of Arts.

2000
lives and works in New York.

Solo shows
1983
Photofind Gallery, Woodstock, NY

1985
Catskill Center for Photography, Woodstock, NY

1986
Art Awareness Gallery, Lexington, NY

1987
Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID



Photofind Gallery, NY

1990
Photo-Fest/Inova Gallery, Houston, TX

1991
Zeit Foto Salon, Tokyo



Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID



Picture Photo Space, Osaka

1992
Howard Greenberg Gallery, NY



Michael Shapiro Gallery, San Francisco



Zeit Foto Salon, Tokyo

1993 Southeast Museum of Photography, Daytona Beach, FL

Galerie Zur Stockeregg, Zurich, Switzerland

A.O.I. Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

1994 Howard Greenberg Gallery, NY



Zeit Foto Salon, Tokyo



Pheromone
Salon d’Art, Hollywood

1995 Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID

1996 Jackson Fine Arts, Atlanta, GA



Kiyosato Museum of Photographic Arts, Kiyosato



Michael Shapiro Gallery, San Francisco 



Hamiltons Gallery, London, England

1997 Howard Greenberg Gallery, NY

Henri Gallery, NY

Long Island University, Southampton College, Fine Art Gallery 

National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. on the same dates as "Millennium of Glory: Sculpture of Angkor and Ancient Cambodia”, Adison/Ripley Fine Art, Washington, D.C.

Jackson Fine Arts, Atlanta, GA

Photographic Resource Center, Boston University, MA

Center for Photography at Woodstock, Woodstock, NY

Group shows

1983 Jayne Baum Gallery, NY

1984 “Two Person Show”, Hamm/Brickman Gallery, Albany, NY

1985 “A Decade of En Foco”, Bronx Museum of Art Institute, Dayton, OH

1989 “The Creative Camera”, The Daytona Art Institute, Dayton, OH

1990 “Photography of the 80s: Discovery and Invention”, art 21, Basel, Switzerland

1991 “14 Japanese Photographers", Mitsukoshi Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

1992 “Summer Pleasures”, Howard Greenberg Gallery, NY

“Manipulator”, F.I.T. Gallery, NY

“Photography: The Land”, AIPAD, Basel Art Fair, Basel, Switzerland

1993 “Alternative Eye – Photo 90’s”, Southern Alleghenies Museum, Loretto, PA

“Visual Meditation”, A.O.I. Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

“Instructors & Lecturers Exhibition”, Woodstock School of Art, Woodstock

1994 “Nudes: Photographic Studies by Eleven Photographers”, Michael Shapiro Gallery, San Francisco, CA

“Flower Studies”, Michael Shapiro Gallery, San Francisco, CA

“Flowers 1850-1994”, Hamiltons Gallery, London, England


1994 
“Reverberations”, Southeast Museum of Photography, Daytona 



Beach, FL

“14 Japanese Photographers”, A.O.I. Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

“New Works and Recent Acquisitions”, Hamiltons Gallery, London
1997
“Under the Dark Cloth: The View Camera in Contemporary 



Photography”

