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CARLO MOLLINO

Polaroid

a book by Fulvio Ferrari

20 red tables lit up by 20 red lights provide the setting and installation for a somewhat fetishist work of art: an art book about Carlo Mollino’s erotic polaroids. Recognised as one of the most ingenious architects of our century, Carlo Mollino also has a great passion for photography: in the ’60s and ’70s he took thousands of Polaroids of non-professional models portrayed in the interiors of garçonnières furnished especially by him. Fulvio Ferrari published three books on the topic: U. Allemandi, Turin, 1985; Fiction, Tokyo, 1991; Taschen, Cologne, 1994. The book on exhibit consists of a collection of 18 files (7.2” x 38 cm) containing a perfect photographic reproduction of an original polaroid taken by Carlo Mollino (8.5 x 10.7 cm). Across from it – as in a true close-up – is a detail of the polaroid printed full-size in dark grey with only one subtle hue of colour. In “Camera Lucida” Roland Barthès proposed the existence of the “punctum”, the detail in an image that strikes the eye and makes it interesting. Fulvio Ferrari drew on this intuition when making cuts in the page that change the way we read the 18 photographs. In the ’60s Mollino had already cut out his little polaroids and often composed them on pages with dried flowers to create his own private album pages.

Carlo Mollino (1905-1973)

Born in Turin, Carlo Mollino is the son of famous architect Eugenio Mollino. A student of engineering and then at Ceradini school of architecture; between 1952 and 1968 he attended the history of architecture programme at Turin University’s Faculty of Architecture. An Italian architect who is hard to label as belonging to a specific current, but displays an evident orientation toward the modern movement, Carlo Mollino clearly reveals his talent in the Società Ippica Torinese (1935-1939, demolished in 1960). Other works include the Slittovia and hotel on Lago Nero in Val d’Aosta (1948), Palazzo degli Affari in Turin (1974) – a convex translucent block on a plate, skilfully set into the area's 18th century architecture – and the 1973 Teatro Regio, also in Turin. An eclectic personality, Mollino is an architect, furniture designer, decorator, photographer, stylist, writer and automobile designer (his “Osca 1100” won the 24 heures du Le Mans in its category in 1954). An artist of the mysterious and multiform, the eccentric interpreter of a transgression steeped in rationalist elements, Carlo Mollino created a ”total art” which has been only partly decoded.

