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PAOLO PELLEGRIN

Cambodia

A long trip in Cambodia, in the footsteps of the Medicins Sans Frontiers volunteers, working in the decaying hospitals of a country devastated by thirty years of war and by Pol Pot’s atrocious regime. The exhibition features 49 black and white photographs of terrifying lucidity; images populated with distant ghosts who speak a universally comprehensible language. Bodies mutilated by land mines, prostitutes wrapped in darkness, Aids victims who seem to have emerged from a nightmare, children with morbid, grief-stricken eyes. And yet, despite the horror, alive and clear, in a pure elegance and sweetness that catches us off guard and adds to the fascination of these photographs. Because Cambodia is a land of genocides and smiles: the photographer manages to give us a sense of this contradiction with clear lines that grab us by the guts. “The way Paolo Pellegrin sees Cambodia interrogates the hidden trauma. It's because he does not seek to reveal it, or to prove anything, that he manages to truly confront us with the sensation of profound disorientation that we sometimes perceive in Phnom Penh,” says Christian Caujolle in his introduction to the exhibition catalogue, “a sensation that may be found in photographs that interrogate an enigma beyond appearances. I have heard it said that sometimes it is possible to photograph what cannot be said”.

Medecins Sans Frontieres 

MSF is a private international humanitarian aid organisation inspired by the idea of a group of French doctors and reporters in 1971. It is a non-profit organisation which attempts to bring medical aid, without discrimination of any kind, to peoples afflicted by war, catastrophe, and natural or human disaster. Based on volunteer work, MSF is independent of all states, institutions, and political, religious and economic influences. MSF has been present in Cambodia since 1989. It takes active steps to prevent Aids through a programme about general precautions to be observed in hospitals and promotion of condom use, and offers medical and psycho-social aid to people infected with the virus. Training medical and paramedical staff in the approach to treatment of the sick is an important aspect of this programme. MSF also supports a programme for home treatment of tuberculosis and is in charge of providing technical assistance to the national programme for control of “schistosomiasis mekongi” and intestinal parasites in school-aged children.

Paolo Pellegrin 
biography

1964

Born in Rome on March 11 

1989

Started working on his first features on the world of circuses and street people. Since then he has dedicated his work to social issues such as nomads in Italy and in Bosnia, the world of pornography and immigration in Europe

1991

Joined the French photoreporting agency VU
1994

Started his work on Aids in Uganda

1995

Won the World Press Photo first prize in the Daily Life section

1996

Starts working with Agenzia Grazia Neri on a project about pornography all over the world. Won the Kodak Young Photographer Award and, in the same year, participated in the World Press Photo Master Class with a project focusing on children in Bosnia.

1997

Publishes a book about children in difficult circumstances, including Aids orphans in Uganda, Aids victims in Romania and children who suffer the trauma of war in Bosnia. Wins the Gijon Award. Begins working on a project about Cambodia with Medecins Sans Frontieres

1998

Publishes “Cambogia”, published by Federico Motta Editore for Medecins Sans Frontieres

His work has been exhibited in Italy (Rome, Milan, Rimini), France (Paris, Perpignan), Holland (Rotterdam) and Japan (Tokyo)

Paolo Pellegrin is represented by Agenzia Grazia Neri

Christian Caujolle

Born in Alsace in 1953, following his literary and social studies under the guidance of Michel Foucault, Roland Barthes and Pierre Bourdieu, Caujolle started working in journalism and photography in 1978. In 1981 he became picture editor for Libération newspaper and completely changed its formula. In 1986 he created the photo agency VU, affiliated with Libération, with the purpose of producing and promoting artistic photography. He has organised several exhibitions and written numerous texts about photography. He was artistic director of the Rencontres in Arles in 1997

