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BERT STERN  

Adventures

Two decades, from 1953 to 1971, were enough for Bert Stern to revolutionise the world of advertising, take photo features for VOGUE with the world’s most famous models, help immortalise Marilyn Monroe, win 38 prizes awarded by the Art Directors Club in New York and build a true commercial empire.

In a word, to incarnate the figure of the modern hero, the advertising photographer of the ’60s.

The exhibition includes an outstanding collection of images: snapshots for an advertising campaign for a vodka brand, Hollywood stars and a long series of portraits of the most beautiful women from the world of film, from Liz Taylor to Audrey Hepburn and Drew Barrymore, including the legendary 1962 series of photographs of Marilyn Monroe, whom he asked to pose nude ”…Because I couldn't think how to dress her”. And then there were the top models of the ’60s, from Twiggy to Iman, portrayed by a technique that marked a turning point in fashion photography, for an entire generation of photographers. 

All his images have one thing in common: their marked graphic simplicity, clearly revealing the extraordinary quality of the photographer’s relationship with his subject. 

A well-known name in the world of fashion and advertising, Stern has an extravagant yet enigmatic style that tells us the history of society and lifestyles in images: “What I have in mind is a story that seems unique, extraordinary in the literal sense of the word, but I am incapable of expressing it, of stating it. As soon as I attempt to do so it is lost, transformed, it is no longer what I was thinking. And so I’m afraid to tell it”.

Biography

1929 Born in New York on October 3 of a Polish father and a Russian mother.

1942_46 attends Brooklyn High School

1948 after a number of temporary jobs, he starts experimenting with teaching himself photography

1948_50 takes his first photo features as a professional photographer as assistant to Hershel Bramson, art director of the p.r. division for Look Magazine 

1950 becomes art director of Mayfair Magazine at the age of only 21 

1950_53 military service in the US army, based in Japan, as photographer and cameraman making documentaries

1953 returns to New York and begins his career as a freelance photographer for advertising, fashion and portraits. Works for Vogue, Esquire, Look, Life, Glamour and Holiday magazines and for customers such as Smirnoff, Polaroid and Levi's
1954 awarded a medal by the Art Directors Club of New York for his first advertising feature for Smirnoff vodka.

1955 In Egypt to photograph the pyramids in Giza. Produces his legendary Smirnoff-Martini advertising feature

1957 wins the Art Director Club of New York gold medal for his Polaroid and Smirnoff photo features.

1959 marries dancer Allegra Kent

1960 starts working with Vogue
1962 in the spring he is in Rome to cover the film "Cleopatra" with Liz Taylor for 20th Century Fox. In June he travels to Los Angeles for Vogue, on the photo set with Marilyn Monroe: Marilyn’s "Last Sitting" 

1967 photographs high fashion in Paris for Vogue with Twiggy

1968 produces the film "Jazz on a summer’s day", a documentary on the Newport Jazz Festival featuring particularly sophisticated editing, in which Stern juxtaposes images of the sailors participating in the regatta for qualification for the America’s Cup

1974_75 separated from his wife. Closes his studio for two years and retires to Spain.

1976 returns to New York, where he resumes work as an advertising and fashion photographer with renewed interest

1982 his photographs of the 1962 "Last Sitting" are published in a book for the first time -  an international coproduction – to mark the twentieth anniversary of Marilyn Monroe’s death. The book is a world-wide success, offering Stern the opportunity to go back to photography. His photographs are published in Vogue America, Italy and France

1985 Pirelli appoints him to photograph its 1986 Calendar

Today works in fashion and advertising
