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ELLIOTT ERWITT
"100 + 1 elliott erwitt – private collection"

curated by Contrasto

catalogue published by Leonardo Arte

Born on July 26, 1928 in Paris, Elliott Erwitt spent his childhood in Milan. In 1938 his family moved to Paris and then emigrated to New York the next year, finally settling in Los Angeles in 1941. He became interested in photography as a boy in Hollywood. In 1944, while still in high school, he found a job in a darkroom. In 1948 he moved to New York, where he met Edward Steichen, Robert Capa and Roy Stryker. After spending 1949 travelling in France and Italy, Erwitt went back to New York and started working as a professional photographer. He joined the army in 1951 and continued to take photographs when stationed in Germany and France.

In 1953 Robert Capa invited Elliott Erwitt to join Magnum Photos. He has been a member of the prestigious agency ever since, serving repeatedly as its president. An outstanding figure in photo reporting, he has seen his features, photographs and advertisements published in countless magazines, newspapers and publications all over the world over the past thirty years or so. 

While continuing to work as a photographer, Erwitt started making films in 1970. His documentaries include Beauty knows no pain (1971), Red White and Bluegrass (1973 – made with a subsidy from the American Film Institute) and the award-winning Glassmakers of Herat (1977). Erwitt also produced 17 comedies and satirical specials for Home Box Office.

His numerous publications include Eastern Europe (1965), Photographs and Anti-photographs (1972), Observations on American Architecture (1972), Elliott Erwitt: The Private Experience (1974), Son of Bitch (1974), Recent Developments (1978), The Angel Tree (1984), Elliott Erwitt: Personal Exposures (1988 – the new Italian edition of which has just been published as Collezione Privata, 1977), Photopoche n.35 (1988), Elliott Erwitt: On the Beach (1991), Elliott Erwitt: To the Dogs (1992 – published in Italian as Dedicato al cane in 1993), The Angel Tree, A Christmas Celebration (1993), and Between the Sexes (1994). Erwitt has held solo shows in various museums and galleries around the world, including the Museum of Modern Art in New York. The 101 + 1 Elliott Erwitt exhibition is featured as a world premiere in Verona.

Elliott Erwitt lives in New York City but travels obsessively all the time. He loves children and dogs. 

Contrasto represents Elliott Erwitt in Italy.  

BIOGRAPHY
1928       Elio Romano Ervitz is born on July 26 in Paris.

1938       lives in Paris. His family moves to New York to escape fascism the next year.

1941       the family settles in Los Angeles.

1944       while still in high school, Erwitt finds work in a photo workshop printing photos of Hollywood stars.

1946       takes his first photographs of dogs. "Dog photos work on two levels. In certain situations dogs are simply funny, and some people like my pictures simply because they like dogs. But dogs also have human features, and I think my photographs have anthropomorphic references".

1948       moves to New York, where he meets Edward Steichen, Robert Capa and Roy Stryker.

1949       travels in France and ltaly; returns to New York and starts working as a professional photographer. 


1951      joins the army, stationed in Germany and France, but continues to take photographs. 

1953       invited to join Magnum Photos by Robert Capa. He continues to be a member of the prestigious agency and repeatedly serves as president. He is an outstanding figure in photo reporting, whose features, images and advertising work appear in countless magazines, newspapers and publications the world over for more than thirty years. 

1970       while continuing to work as a photographer, he also starts making films and documentaries. 
1977       the documentary Glassmakers of Herat wins an award. Erwitt now lives in New York but travels continually. He loves children and dogs.

Elliott Erwitt is represented in Italy by Contrasto.

Documentaries
1971 Beauty knows no pain

 1973       Red White and Bluegrass, made with a subsidy from the 

American Film Institute 

1977       Glassmakers of Herat

Erwitt has produced 17 comedies and satirical specials for Home Box Office. 

Publications

1965 Eastern Europe 

1972       Photographs and Anti-Photographs

Observations on American Architecture 

1974       Elliott Erwitt: The Private Experience

Son of Bitch

1978 Recent Developments 

1984 The Angel Tree 

1988       Elliott Erwitt: Personal Exposures

Photopoche n.35

1991        Elliott Erwitt: On the Beach

1992       Elliott Erwitt: To the Dogs (Dedicate al cane, 1993)

1993       The Angel Tree

A Christmas Celebration

1994       Between the Sexes

1997       Personal Exposures - Collezione Privata

Solo shows

Erwitt has held solo shows in various museums and galleries the world over, from  the 

MOMA in New York to the Musee d'Art Modeme in Paris. A major retrospective based on the series Personal Exposures -  Collezione Privata toured the united States, Japan and Europe at length starting in 1989.

ELLIOTT ERWITT

in the archives
*1-Elliott Erwitt, introduction: propos d’Elliott Erwitt, adaptation de Claude Helft, Nathan, ?dove?? 2000, (Collection Photo Poche)


*2- E. Erwitt. Collezione Privata, Contrasto, Rome, 1997


*3 (2) E. Erwitt. Personal exposures. Fotografien 1946-1988, Schirmer/Mosel, Munchen, 1997


*4- E.Erwitt. Dedicato al cane, Fratelli Alinari, Florence, 1992


*5- 100+1 E. Erwitt (photographs from his private collection), cat., curated by Paola Bergna, Roberto Koch, Alessandra Mauro, Scavi Scaligeri, Cortile del Tribunale, Verona, March 25 – June 8 1997, Leonardo Arte, 1997


*6- E.Erwitt, calendar 1992, Graphique de France

