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WORLD PRESS PHOTO 1997 – 40th EDITION

Vogue Italia editor-in-chief Franca Sozzani, L’Uomo Vogue editor-in-chief Aldo Premoli and Vogue Italia artistic director Luca Stoppini will meet with young fashion photographers on Saturday, May 10, 1997 between 12:00 and 15:00

Exhibition produced in collaboration with Grazia Neri agency and made possible by the support of Kodak Italia

International World Press Photo sponsors: Canon, Kodak Professional, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines

The World Press Photo competition was first held in Amsterdam. In 1955 the first edition attracted 150 entries from 9 different countries; this year 3633 photographers from 19 countries entered the competition. 35,650 photographs were selected, 59.4% in colour and 40.6% in black and white. There were thousands of visitors in the Fifties, and in the Nineties there are millions. The World Press Photo Foundation is an independent body based in the Netherlands. Every year it organises a competition which has become one of the most important photojournalism competitions in the world. The event is followed by a travelling exhibition presenting the photographs entered. The result is an overview of everything that has happened over the year in society, science, sports, culture and, above all, human life, of great emotional impact. Photographers often risk their lives and liberty to complete their work. This year’s photograph of the year is by Italian photographer Francesco Zizola of Contrasto agency. The black and white photograph was taken in Quito, Angola, in April 1996, at a rehab centre for children traumatised by civil war, part of a series that also won the First Prize in the People Stories category. Three categories were won by Italian photographers, Elio Ciol (Nature & environment), Massimo Siracusa (Daily life Stories) and Riccardo Venturi (General news Stories). The Children’s Jury chose American photographer John McConnico of the Associated Press. Since 1994 the World Press Foundation has organised a Master Class held in Rotterdam in which 10 young photographers are selected to attend a free advanced course held by qualified instructors in different disciplines in photojournalism. Italian photographer Paolo Pellegrin is one of the 12 students who attended the class in 1996; Stefano De Luigi will attend it in 1997.

