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SARAH MOON

120 photographs

Sarah Moon opens up a magical world of poetic images for us. We don’t know much about her. She rarely talks about herself, hiding behind the cap that seems to protect her fragile, delicate timidity. But if you listen to her, just for a minute, you will notice her confidence and, above all, her lack of affectation, her clear sincerity, right away. As she herself says, her pictures speak for her. One of her albums is called Vrais Semblant, because Sarah Moon’s photographs express the genuineness of things and never pretend, preserving the instant through which life expresses itself, which the artist manages to capture and restore through shapes and colours. In her photographs we seem to have gone back in time to the days of our childhood, and her subjects reveal a rare willingness to be estranged, to be moved, to be carried away by little things capable of creating delicate but indelible visions. Her images are like memories of an experience, offering an intimate and original point of view on the world around us which we can discover for ourselves if we only open our eyes. The exhibition goes over the last twenty years in Sarah Moon’s career with 120 photographs presenting the vast horizons of her great talent. The artist confesses that she did not much like going through her old negatives: dust, the passage of time, the nostalgia of moments of happiness linked with the past. She didn’t like the idea of a retrospective: “C’est un peu comme si on était mort.” The only thing she is interested in is the future, with all its new artistic possibilities. Yet she admits that “Ça permet de faire le point et de regarder vers l’avenir.” This clear contradiction is perfect for a photographer for whom, despite appearances, the major worry is time. Time that stands still in her photographs, in a breath of vibrant emotion of tender modesty. Anyone who has opened a fashion magazine recently will have discovered the professional side of Sarah Moon: her campaign launching Cacharel’s Anais Anais perfume is famous. The most familiar aspect of Sarah Moon is her women, interesting, diverse, fragile yet strong, modern yet of indefinite age and date. Mysterious, dreamy women who have stepped out of the fairytales she loves and which her skilful photography has translated into images to enchant readers. An idea of femininity in which women can recognise themselves. Sarah Moon started taking photographs after being a fashion model, but it would be reductive to call her a fashion photographer. She doesn’t belong to the fashion system, but to the world of fantasy and imagination. All her images have the same sweetness, attentive to the smallest, most precious implications of things, to a point of view which cannot be reduced to the exercise of a profession, bathed in tender, powerful poetry. In a profession like that of fashion photographer, in which the important thing is to strike and capture the attention, Sarah Moon is an exception to the rule. Her photographs are so mysterious, so full of dramatic tension and yet so reserved, that they seem to be a whole world in a gleam of light. Her professional photographs are suffused with an aura of fantasy, nostalgia and melancholy making up a constant harmonious backdrop, adding expressive richness and emotional power to her images. In her personal photographs, taken with purely artistic intent, these sensations become subjects in their own right, forming extraordinary images. This exhibition offers us an opportunity to let ourselves be carried away by the gentle firmness of Sarah Moon’s images and project ourselves into visual dimensions that convey unique, indelible emotions.

