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HOMAGE TO HORST

Paul Albert Bohrmann Horst was born on August 14, 1906 in Weissenfels-an-der-Saale in Germany, the second child of wealthy shopkeeper Max Bohrmann. In the Twenties he hung out at the Bauhaus and became interested in avant-garde art. He studied architecture at the Kunstgewerbeschule in Hamburg from 1926 to 1928. In early 1930 he went to Paris to work as an apprentice in Le Corbusier’s studio. There he met Vogue photographer George Hoyningen-Huene and became his assistant and model; thanks to Huene, he was able to start working with Vogue in the spring of 1931, under the pseudonym Horst. And so he abandoned architecture for photography. He formed a life-long friendship with Russian baron George Hoyningen-Huene, travelling with him and frequenting high society in Paris, meeting famous personalities from the worlds of dance and theatre, painting, sculpture, music and architecture as well as artists and intellectuals of all kinds, including fashion design Carl Erickson and Mehemed Agha, art director for Vogue in New York. He continued working for Condé Nast in Paris until 1935, and when Huene went to work for Harper’s Bazaar, Horst took his place at Vogue. Just after this Condé Nast invited him to New York. During a brief trip to Hollywood he photographed Katherine Hepburn and George Cukor, beginning to photograph the celebrities of his day in addition to fashion models. He met Luchino Visconti in Paris in early 1936, marking the beginning of another long friendship. In 1937 Horst rented an apartment with Huene in Sutton Place, New York and started working for Vogue America. That summer he met Coco Chanel. In June 1939 Horst met Thornton Wilder and Jean Cocteau in Paris. In 1940 Horst applied for American citizenship under the name Horst P. Horst. He served in the US army during the second world war. In 1952 Horst intensified his work with House and Garden, which had begun in the Forties, and continued travelling. In the summer of 1958 Horst took portraits of celebrities and photographed their homes in Germany and Italy. At this time he held major exhibitions in the United States: travel photographs at the Country Art Gallery on Long Island and “Twenty-Five Years of Portraits” at Sagittarius Gallery in Manhattan. In 1961 Diana Vreeland became editor-in-chief of Vogue America and encouraged Horst to venture into a completely new area, taking series of photographs illustrating the lifestyles of the international jet-set, a genre that soon became a speciality of his, along with fashion and advertising. From this time on Horst spent almost all his time travelling and photographing famous people and their houses, including Consuelo Vanderbilt-Balsan, the Duchess of Marlborough, the Rothschilds in Mouton Castle, the Windsors in Paris, Emilio Pucci and the Agnelli family in Italy. In March 1976 he held an exhibition at New York’s Sonnabed Gallery, and the following year he held another at Andrew Crispo Gallery, also in New York. October 1984 saw the publication of his biography, Horst. His work and his World by Valentine Lawford, followed by James Watters’ book, Return Engagements, featuring portraits of famous actresses. Numerous exhibitions of his works have been held all over the world. In 1992 (June 9 – July 31) he held his first exhibition at Galleria Carla Sozzani. This year the International Centre of Photography (ICP) presented him with the “Master Photographer” award in honour of his 90th birthday.

