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ANDRE KERTESZ
André Kertész is a key figure in the history of photography and teacher of countless photographers. His work sums up an ethic and an aesthetic, picking up on and preceding various avant-garde currents even while remaining profoundly linked to humanistic values. 

Born in Budapest (Hungary), André Kertész took his first photographs in 1912. He photographed his friends, his family and the Hungarian countryside before serving as a soldier in the Austro-Hungarian army. 

Kertész settled in Paris in 1925. In Montparnasse he met Hungarian artists and many literary and artistic personalities (Mondrian, Eisenstein, Chagall, Calder, Zadkine, Tzara, Colette). 

In 1928 he became one of the first photographers to use a Leica. His photographs were frequently published in the press in France (Vu, Art et Médicine) and Germany Frankfurter Illustrierte, Uhu…)

In 1933 he produced his famous Distortions series. 

Keystone agency asked him to go to New York in 1936. 

Day of Paris, created by Alexey Brodovitch, the great artistic director of Harper’s Bazaar America, was published in 1945. 

In 1949 Kertész granted Condé Nast exclusive rights to his work, producing mainly interior architecture and furniture photographs. 

He started using colour in the ’50s. 

He gradually left the street and photographed the window of his apartment on Washington Square. 

In 1963 his negatives of Hungary and France were found in a castle in southern France. He was awarded numerous public honours and several exhibitions of his works were held. 

Books published include Soixante ans de photographie (1972), J’aime Paris (1974), Distorsions (1976), Hungarian Memories (1982), Of Paris and New York (1985), André Kertész, ma France (1990). 

In 1984, before he died in New York, André Kertész donated all his works, negatives and correspondence to the nation of France.

In 1994 the Mission du Patrimoine Photographique held an exhibition commemorating the centennial of the birth of photography in the Arts Pavilion in Paris, later presented in Seoul and Tokyo. On this occasion an important monograph, André Kertész, la biographie d'une oeuvre, was published by Seuil and translated into English and Japanese. 

