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WORLD PRESS PHOTO 1996 – 39th EDITION

Franca Sozzani, Aldo Premoli, Luca Stoppini will meet with emerging fashion photographers on Saturday May 18, 1996, between 12:00 and 15:00.

Exhibition produced in collaboration with Grazia Neri agency and made possible by the support of Kodak Italia

International World Press Photo sponsors: Canon, Eastman Kodak Company and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines

The World Press Photo competition was first held in Amsterdam in the Fifties. The first competition saw the involvement of 150 photographers from 9 countries. Galleria Carla Sozzani presented the 37th and 38th editions.

The World Press Photo Foundation is an independent body based in the Netherlands. Every year it organises a competition which has become one of the most important photojournalism competitions in the world. Photographers and agencies all over the world participate in the competition, followed by a travelling exhibition presenting the photographs entered. The result is an overview of everything that has happened over the year in society, science, sports, culture and, above all, human life, of great emotional impact. Photographers often risk their lives to obtain the images and trade their freedom for an opportunity to complete their work. 

Since 1994 the World Press has organised an advanced educational initiative: a Master Class held in Rotterdam in which 10 young photographers are selected to attend a free advanced course held by qualified instructors in different disciplines in photojournalism. This year 3069 photographers from 103 different countries, including 114 from Italy, entered the competition. The competition will be presented with about 63 exhibitions all over the world.

This year’s photograph of the year is by American photographer Lucia Perkins of the Washington Post. The photograph, taken in Cechnya in May 1995, shows a war-torn country through the eyes of a boy. Leaning on the window of a bus that is taking him away from the fighting, he has a last look at the hills and villages of his native Cechnya. The photograph is not violent, but its simplicity is a symbol of the life of child victims of war. 

Available catalogues

World Press Photo 2001, ContrastoDue, Rome, 2001

World Press Photo 2003, ContrastoDue, Rome, 2003

