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SOME INFORMATION ON THE WORLD PRESS FOUNDATION
The World Press Photo Foundation is an independent body based in the Netherlands. Every year it organises the world’s most important photojournalism competition, followed by an exhibition which travels around the globe. Photographers and agencies all over the world participate in the competition, and during the year about 3000 photographers from 93 different countries have entered their work. 

The result is an overview of everything that has happened over the year in society, science, sports, culture and, above all, human life, of great emotional impact. To create it, photographers often risk their lives and trade their freedom for an opportunity to complete their work. The Foundation’s expenses are partly covered by income from leasing out the exhibition. Additional funds are provided by sponsors such as Canon, Eastman Kodak Company and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. 

Organisation of the competition and the exhibition is the World Press Foundation’s primary concern. It also offers an opportunity to bring the world’s best photojournalists together to discuss themes of great relevance today. This is made possible by the Foundation's independence, enabling it to act as a bridge among people and nations. 

Since 1994 World Press has organised a highly educational event: a Masterclass held in Rotterdam in which 10 young photographers are selected to attend a free advanced course held by qualified instructors in different disciplines in photojournalism. 

The World Press Photo competition was established in Amsterdam in the Fifties when two Dutch photographers decided to transform their country’s national photography award into an international competition. The first competition was held in 1955 with 150 photographers from 9 different countries. Over time, the success of the competition was such that the judges were considered a sort of United Nations of photography. The exhibition had thousands of visitors in the Fifties, millions in the Nineties. 

