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Kris Ruhs

biography

1952                         
born into a German family in New York.

1972 -1975               
attends the School of Visual Arts in New York.

1972 -1996               
New York.

1996 – present 
lives and works in Milan and Paris.

Ruhs had his first experiences in New York in the ’70s. 

He soon gave up paper and painting as a material and means of expression to begin work on a series of sculptures inspired by and using bits of scrap wood he picked up in the streets around his studio on Broadway. 

The result was a series of “Boxes” revealing the harmonic composition of different elements and the effects of the passage of time on the materials. The first “Boxes”, created in the Eighties, provided the basis for numerous future versions and mixed use of recycled materials.

His great ability to bring to light the expressive potential inherent in materials and colours allow Ruhs to overcome the boundaries between three-dimensional work (sculpture) and two-dimensional work (painting) with paper and wood collages that break down the barriers between reality and representation.

Exploration of different techniques and media for artistic expression consolidated the schemes underlying his research. 

For instance, he uses moving light and stationary light above a worked (painted or sculpted) surface in alternating strips: a technique which reveals another stage in his working method and creative reflection: materials and light can move – materials and light can stay still; the process of changing and dissolving light, interrupted and directed by the artist as he wishes, reveals the intrinsic properties of different materials.

