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ARMIN LINKE

Portraits of the artist
Armin Linke lives and works in Milan, where he was born in 1966. 

The photographs Armin Linke has taken over the past five years focus primarily on the bodies and faces of contemporary artists: more than a hundred portraits of some of the best-known figures in western art. 

On the subject of portraiture in photography, Roland Barthes observed the existence of four factors that are inevitably in tension with one another when the photograph is taken: before the lens, the subject is at the same time himself, as he would like to appear to others, as the photographer images him to be and the figure the photographer uses to demonstrate his technical skill to others. 

Armin Linke’s work in portraiture is, in a certain sense, even more complex than this description would lead us to think. 

Of course Armin Linke is interested in the character of the artists he portrays, and carefully observes their physical appearance (facial features, structure of the body, gestures), attempting to use his skills in the best possible way to record these attributes. 

But his greatest efforts seem to be concentrated on revealing the essence of the particular artistic identity of each person and capturing it in the photographic image. 

This is a difficult, if not an impossible undertaking, in the direction of which Armin Linke's work is oriented, using a number of different expedients: particular ways of framing the image, a preference for whole figures or half busts, incorporation of three-dimensional elements placed in the setting and, above all, a focus on the face, on the eyes: “When I photograph a face I focus on the eyes. Focusing on the eyes means standing at the front, at 90° to the face, with a certain degree of scientific precision, for a sort of cataloguing. Then comparing images with one another; creating a graphic pattern or module; I eliminate the variables to reveal the differences. I like to get closer than the person’s limits on security, past their self-defences.”

