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KARL BLOSSFELDT – ERNST FUHRMANN
Karl Blossfeldt and Ernst Fuhrmann have dedicated many of their years to the photography of plants. Their views have an aesthetic cross point regardless of their somehow opposing philosophies.

Writer and philosopher Fuhrmann believes that plants are the essence of organic life.

Blossfeldt photographs the plants as “silhouettes” and objects of decorative art – he has an artistic approach to plants. The photographs of Fuhrmann are descriptive – they are a testimony to the vitality and physiology of plants.

Karl Blossfeldt 1856-1932

Karl Blossfeldt has always been interested in the forms of plants which he collected in his study. His research and work followed in the footsteps of his teacher M. Meurer. They both intend to demonstrate that all forms of applied art originate from the forms of plants.

Blossfeldt is preoccupied by the artistic education and firmly believes that any form of artistic inspiration derives from the eternal beauty of nature – “the aim of my collection of plants is to demonstrate and re-establish the direct contact with nature.”

In 1925 Blossfeldt organised a large exhibition of his works in a Berlin gallery. The success of his photographs lead to the publishing in 1928 of  the book “Elementary Forms in Art”.

Ernst Fuhrmann 1886-1956

Born in Hamburg in 1886 he will publish many books of poetry. His book “Plants as Living Creatures” containing 200 photographs was published in 1930 and “The Miracle of the Plant” came out in 1935. They both pertain to the same bio-philosophic theory that is present in all his works.

All of his works underline the symbiosis between plants and animals. His photographs, probably taken with the help of technical lighting, reflect the core idea of his philosophy – the plant as a form of organic life. Wherever possible Fuhrmann brings to the fore the animal aspect of the plants, convinced that in every plant there is a living creature: “the animal and the plant are the two opposite poles of the same living substance.”
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