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HORST P. HORST
Photographs
The 1930s, Cocteau, Coco Chanel, Gertrude Stein, the study of architecture, Hoyningen-Huene, Vogue. Horst’s formal sensitivity was influenced by Le Corbusier and his sense of elegance was influenced by his friends from the “beau monde.”

He was the first to use experimental lighting on his models and the objects of his photography giving his elegant and sophisticated images a touch of mystery and the surreal. The “trompe l’oeil” and the compositions of hands, gloves and roses are his most significant contribution to surrealist art.

His female models, like Dee, are somewhat untouchable and Goddess-like adding to the elegant detachedness of his art. His style is subtly unmistakable – his sophisticated images are rendered more powerful and dramatic by the knowledgeable use of light and shadow and also by the presence of an architectural element, which completes the photographic composition.

The introduction of the ornamental style in fashion, the extravagant fantasy united with a vibrant sensuality, his images that can be compared to sculptures made of bodies have deeply influenced the work of some of the greatest contemporary photographers like Mapplethorpe, Weber and Ritts.
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