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Pygmées?
In collaboration with the Musée Dapper, Paris

This exhibition aims to give a comprehensive insight into the artistic universe of the cultural and artistic universe of the pygmy tribes of Higher Zaire.

The first traces of pygmy culture date back 12,000 years ago. This was art based essentially on repetitive ideograms. Until the end of the ancient Egyptian empire the only known forms of creative expression among the pygmy tribes were dancing and singing. They used voice and body movement to express emotions and religious feelings in a way that earned them the name “Dancers of God.”

Recently, some paintings made on tree bark which are attributed to the Mbuti tribe were discovered in the region of Ituri in Zaire. 

This discovery was a chance to get a comprehensive view of their expressivity. The artistic expressions stemming from this images are testimony to the existence of different styles – in some cases these are geometrical designs based on graphic codes and in others they seem to be a repetition of the structure of the polyphonic signing of which the Pygmy are indisputable masters.


