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50 MURRHINE VASES

Murrhine seems to have Asian origins. The first Murrhine pieces that reached Rome were those brought by Pompey with the treasures of the defeated Mithridates in 61 BC.

Pliny says that Murrhine pieces come from the Orient, from the Parthian Empire, and considers the murrha one of the gems. In the ancient world gems were classified along very different criteria compared to modern times and the most important criterion was the aesthetic beauty of the stone.

During the time of the Roman Empire, even plates were Murrhine and on the luxury Roman tables, Murrhine glasses were the vessel of choice for hot beverages. Such pieces cost a fortune – the price of a Murrhine cup that could hold a litre reached up to 70,000 sesterces and Nero is said to have possessed a Murrhine piece for 200,000 golden liras.

The mosaic glass technique was taken up again almost 2,000 years later, in 1800, by the Murano master glass makers.

In 1925, the influence of architects Carlo Scarpa, Tommaso Buzzi and Giò Ponti gave impetus to a new wave of works, bolder and more experimental than ever. In the 1950s and 1960s Pop Art had a tremendous influence both on the design and on the use of colour in glass making and in particular in Murano glass making.

Mosaic glass is made of Rosetta beads. Every glass makers researches and invents new and complex techniques, which remain a family secret passed over from generation to generation. All vases were made in the 1960s to 1980s.
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