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WALTER ALBINI

The design of fashion       

Walter Albini is the designer who created Italian prêt-à-porter and invented the Total Fashion concept. An eclectic artist, he combined quotations from the 1920s and 1930s with the needs of contemporary culture in a graphic research of exceptional value. In order to preserve his creative identity he did not succumb to the rules of the market and disappeared from the scene once fashion became an industry.

Walter Albini’s scarf, with the typical Murrhine motifs, which was part of the spring/summer 1974 collection, was subtly reinvented by Gimmo Etro.

WALTER ALBINI

1941  -  1983

He paired fashion with culture. He opened wide the door of the temple of Italian fashion at a time when this term meant nothing. He created prêt-à-porter. He made Milan the shrine of fashion and industry. He reinvigorated male fashion. He was the first to interpret the role of the designer as a mediator between society and total fashion. Albini constructed his myth on the basis of egocentrism, on his internal revolutions, on the rebellion against rules, on the genius of variability. A true seer of the future, Albini managed to capture the invisible signs and make them accessible. Challenging incomprehension, accepting the fate of a man ahead of his time, “a master of the artificial natural” as AnnaPiaggi called him. His genius was distilled in the prophetic lines of models that form the modern myths of today. He lived to give life to his dreams and died when he stopped dreaming.

“I design the fashion that I feel but I remember that today everyone is free to choose according to his preferences. For tomorrow? Clothes that change their form and colour in accordance with the time and the mood. Today, we are at absolute liberty – everyone can choose their preferred length and whether to wear trousers or not. There will come a time when clothes will have a simple fixed structure with one hole for the head and two holes for the arms – the kind of dress that women can change according to their liking with the help of jewellery.”

“Italian women suffer from the Christmas tree complex. They dress up all the time. They use too many trinkets.”

Walter Albini, 1971
